Grace in Action: The Living Mission of Our Parishes in the
Diocese of Newark

Across the Episcopal Diocese of Newark, our parishes are more than buildings—they are
communities of faith in motion. From city centers to quiet suburbs, congregations are
living out the Gospel through acts of compassion, justice, and radical welcome. Each
parish brings its own gifts, yet together we share a common call: to love, to serve, and to
walk alongside our neighbors, especially those most in need.

This mission is not theoretical—it's tangible. In Montclair, for example, St. James
Episcopal Church offers a powerful witness to what it means to be the hands and heart
of Christ in the world. There, service is not a side project—it’'s the heartbeat of the
church. Ministries like The Sky’s the Limit Thrift Store, where young adults with special
needs gain confidence and community, and the Free Little Pantry, quietly restocked by
neighbors, reflect a theology that sees Christ in every person and justice as sacred
responsibility.

These local efforts echo across the diocese. In Newark, Jersey City, and beyond,
parishes operate food pantries, host community meals, and partner with shelters and
schools. Whether it's Christine’s Kitchen in West Orange, Martha's Pantry in Montclair, or
a coat drive in Sussex County, our churches extend their tables far beyond their
walls—offering nourishment, dignity, and hope.

Our diocesan mission also reaches across borders. St. James, for instance, supports
children with disabilities in Jerusalem, builds schools in rural Africa, and helps deliver
healthcare in Haiti. In response to the war in Ukraine, the parish has offered both prayer
and material aid. These global ministries reflect a shared diocesan belief: that love
knows no borders, and that faith must be lived out both locally and globally.

Closer to home, our parishes walk with those navigating life’s hardest journeys. St.
James supports asylum seekers, incarcerated parents and their children, and families in
crisis—not with charity alone, but with presence and partnership. Across the diocese,
similar ministries offer accompaniment and advocacy, reminding us that no one walks
alone.

What sets our churches apart is not just what we do, but how we do it. With humility and
joy, we foster cultures of radical welcome. At St. James, inclusive worship, progressive
theology, and a deep commitment to racial justice and LGBTQ+ inclusion create a
spiritual home for many who have felt unwelcome elsewhere. Its preschool, youth
programs, and music ministries nurture the next generation with love and intention—just
as many other parishes do in their own unique ways.



In all things, we seek not to lead from above, but to walk alongside. As one parishioner
at St. James put it, “We don't just give—we grow.”

In a world hungry for connection, justice, and grace, the parishes of the Diocese of
Newark offer a powerful witness: that when faith is lived fully, it transforms not only
communities—but hearts.
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