Here's a thoughtfully crafted article that highlights the many ways St. James Episcopal
Church of Montclair, NJ engages with and supports its parishioners and the broader
community, especially those who are poor, marginalized, or vulnerable. This piece is
designed to reflect the church’s mission, values, and unique character, drawing from
publicly available information and the church’s own outreach narratives

1.

Grace in Action: How St. James Episcopal Church Serves
Montclair and Beyond

In the heart of Upper Montclair, nestled along Valley Road, St. James Episcopal Church
stands not only as a house of worship but as a beacon of compassion, justice, and
community. For over a century, St. James has embodied the Episcopal tradition of faith
in action—welcoming all, serving all, and walking alongside those in need.

A Church Rooted in Service

At St. James, outreach is not a program—it is a way of life. The church’s mission to
“serve the needs of Montclair and beyond through God’s love” is woven into every
ministry, every gathering, and every act of kindness

1. This commitment is especially evident in how the church supports the poor, marginalized, and
vulnerable—locally and globally.

Local Outreach: Meeting Needs with Dignity

The Sky’s the Limit Thrift Store

This unique ministry provides meaningful employment for young adults with special
needs. Partnering with Montclair High School, the thrift store offers a supportive
workplace where dignity, respect, and inclusion are paramount. It's more than a
store—it's a statement of belonging

1.
The Free Little Pantry

Located on the church’s front lawn and accessible 24/7, this pantry is a grassroots
response to food insecurity. Stocked with non-perishable items donated by parishioners
and neighbors, it reflects the church'’s belief that no one should go hungry in Montclair

1.



Feeding Ministries

St. James partners with local churches and organizations—like Christine’s Kitchen in
Verona and Martha’s Pantry in Hawthorne—to provide meals and groceries to those in
need. These partnerships extend the church’s reach and deepen its impact

1.
The Lighthouse for Asylum Seekers

In collaboration with a hospitality house in Union City, St. James supports individuals
seeking legal asylum in the U.S,, offering them housing, hope, and healing during a
vulnerable chapter of their lives

1.

PATCH (Parents and Their Children)

Through the Diocese of Newark'’s prison ministry, St. James collects school supplies
and holiday gifts for children whose parents are incarcerated. This quiet but powerful
ministry reminds these children that they are seen, loved, and not forgotten

1.
Global Outreach: Faith Without Borders

St. James understands that Christian service transcends geography. The church has
cultivated long-term relationships with international partners, including:

e Jerusalem Princess Basma Center, supporting children with disabilities in the
Holy Land.
14+ Foundation, building schools and orphanages in rural Africa.
Lamp for Haiti, delivering healthcare and hope to one of the poorest communities
in the Western Hemisphere.

e Ukraine Outreach, responding to humanitarian needs in times of war and
displacement 1.

These partnerships reflect a theology of global citizenship—where love knows no
borders and justice is a shared responsibility.

A Community of Welcome and Witness

Beyond formal outreach, St. James fosters a culture of radical welcome. Its Preschool,
youth programs, and music ministries nurture the spiritual and emotional well-being of
families. Its inclusive worship and progressive theology create space for those who
have felt excluded elsewhere. And its commitment to racial justice, LGBTQ+ inclusion,



and environmental stewardship speaks to a faith that is both ancient and urgently
relevant.

The Heartbeat of Montclair

What makes St. James unique is not just what it does—but how it does it. With humility,
joy, and deep listening, the church walks alongside its neighbors, not ahead of them. It
sees service not as charity, but as mutual transformation. As one parishioner put it, “At
St. James, we don't just give—we grow.”

Would you like this article formatted for your website, newsletter, or a community
publication? | can also create a shorter version for social media or a press release.
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