Praying for Our Neighbors 

The procession will go clockwise around the church, stopping along the way to notice and pray for various aspects of life that contribute to the common good.
We will share responsibility for leading readings and g prayers—if you would like to lead, speak up, and then let others read before you take another turn.  The “Facts” sections ARE NOT TO BE READ ALOUD!

Canon:
Let us go forth in the name of Christ!

All:

Thanks be to God!
Station 1:  Pray for the Church

At the door.
Facts (for info, not to be read aloud!):  Good Shepherd is one of 105 congregations in the Diocese of Newark, which includes parts of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Warren, and Union counties. 26,000 of the 3.5 million residents of the diocese are worshipping Episcopalians.
Men read: 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

Women read: Now our feet are standing  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

Men read:  
Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

Women read: to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, to praise the Name of the Lord. (Psalm 122:1-4)

Prayer: 

Almighty and everlasting God: we pray for all members of your holy Church, especially Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Katharine, the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church; Mark, Greg and the ministry team of the Diocese; ministries in the Anglican Communion, the Diocese, and the parish. In our vocations and ministries may we truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP, p. 206, for all people in their vocations)
Station 2:  Pray for the World

At the “bottle cap world” by exit sign.

Reading: 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! (Isaiah 2:2-5)

Prayer: 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, especially the Middle East, the Ukraine, Haiti, and other areas of conflict we now name______  that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; and that, our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, p. 822, for Social Justice)

Station 3:  Pray for Local Businesses 

Move to the south side of the Museum parking lot and look up Palisade Avenue towards Alma Bank, restaurants, ophthalmologist, funeral home, and so on.
Facts: About 25% of Fort Lee’s population works in management, business, and finance; 25% in sales, office, and administrative support, 8% in healthcare practitioners and technology, and nine other categories of occupation at under 5% each.  Source:  http://www.bestplaces.net/economy/zip-code/new_jersey/fort_lee/07024
Clergy read:
(This was the gospel for the day) “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” (Matthew 20:1-16)
Prayer:
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of this land responsive to your will; and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just return for our labor.  Strengthen those who suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the people of this land so to use our public and private wealth that all may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive just payment for their labor through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (BCP, p. 259, for commerce and for the unemployed)

Station 4:  Pray for New Construction

Move to the first pillar of Monument Park, and look up at the cranes.

Women read:  Unless the Lord builds the house, their labor is in vain who build it.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, in vain the sentries keep their vigil.  

Men read:  
It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, for God gives to the beloved sleep.  (Psalm 127:1-3, OSH Psalter).

Prayer:  
Creator God, there is such fear and hope and so many expectations about all this new construction—new homes, stores, businesses, entertainment, and we’re not even sure what else.  Bless the investors, the construction workers, and the people of Fort Lee that these buildings will be built for the common good and serve the needs of the neighborhood.  Amen.
Station 5:  Pray for Borough Officials and Institutions 

Move midway down the walk and face the Museum.
Elected and appointed officials include Administration Borough Clerk, Dept. of Public Works, Tax Collector, Tax Assessor, Building Dept., Health and Vital Statistics, Recreation Dept., Parks Dept., Fire Prevention, Human Services, Senior Citizens Services, Cultural and Heritage Affairs, Finance Dept., General Services, and Borough Professionals), the staff and those who attend the Community Center, the Recreation Center, the Senior Center, the library, the Film Commission, the post offices, (source:  Borough of Fort Lee website)
The 37th Legislative District of the New Jersey Legislature is represented in the State Senate by Loretta Weinberg (D, Teaneck) and in the General Assembly by Valerie Huttle (D, Englewood) and Gordon M. Johnson (D, Englewood). The Governor of New Jersey is Chris Christie (R, Mendham Township). The Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey is Kim Guadagno (R, Monmouth Beach) (Source:  Wikipedia (!))]

Reading:
[The disciples were quarreling over who is the greatest]. But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” (Matt. 20:25-28).

Prayer:
God of Righteousness, send down upon those who hold office in this State the spirit of wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose they may faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-being of all people.  Guide the people of the United States in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, for local government)
Station 6:  Pray for the Nation, the Military, and all Veterans

In front of the statue.

Reading:
All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 


when they have heard the words of your mouth. 


They will sing of the ways of the Lord,  


that great is the glory of the Lord. 


Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; 


he perceives the haughty from afar. 


Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 


The Lord will make good his purpose for me;  


O Lord, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.  (BCP, Psalm 138)
Prayer:
O Judge of the nations,

we remember before you with grateful hearts

the men and women of our country who in the day of decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy.

Lift up by your mighty Presence those who are now at war, especially _____ now serving in ______.
Encourage and heal those in hospitals

or mending their wounds at home;

guard those in any need or trouble;

hold safely in your hands all military families;

welcome into your peace all who have given their lives that we may be free.

Grant that we may not rest until all the people of this land

share the benefits of true freedom and provide for the needs of those who have suffered to achieve it.  

May we remember the enormous toll war takes on all involved.

Strengthen us to work in large and small ways for peace.

This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thanksgiving for Heroic Service, BCP 1979, with an addition from The Rev. Jennifer Phillips’ prayer for Veterans Day, found (among other places) at sttims.blogspot.com/2008/11/prayer-for-veterans-day.html, and an added line for “cost of war”.
Station 7:  Pray for all Congregations and Houses of Worship  

At the park looking to FL Gospel church and Young Israel synagogue.

Facts:  64.46% of the people in Fort Lee (zip 07024), NJ are religious, meaning they affiliate with a religion. 49.10% are Catholic; 0.18% are LDS; 2.21% are another Christian faith; 4.21% in Fort Lee (zip 07024), NJ are Jewish; 0.91% are an eastern faith; 0.53% affiliates with Islam.  source:  http://www.bestplaces.net/religion/zip-code/new_jersey/fort_lee/07024 There are also at least 6 Korean congregations worshipping in Fort Lee.

Reading: 
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered. (Isaiah 56:6-8)
Prayer:
God of many names, bless all the congregations in this borough who love, praise, and serve you in our many and various ways.  May all who seek you find you and know your justice, mercy, and peace. May respect, understanding, and compassion guide our interactions among people of any faith or none. Amen.
Station 8:  Pray for Fort Lee’s Contributions to State, Nation, World

In front of the Fort Lee Museum.
Facts:  This park is full of tributes to leaders of the Revolutionary War. The Museum is a tribute to Fort Lee’s role as “movie capital of the world” in the early 20th century.  The GWBridge terminus, where I-95 is a major transportation corridor also profoundly shapes the town. 
Reading: 
When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. [When we were oppressed we cried to the Lord, and] The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. . . .Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.” (Deut 26:5-10)

Prayer:
Source of Life, thank you for all the people in Fort Lee’s history—those who made notable contributions to the success of the Revolutionary War, the silent film industry, and many others.  Bless us that we may continue to be a “bridge-building community,” nurturing an environment where people enhance the common good of all.  Amen.  

Station 9:  Pray for all Residents of Fort Lee

At the southeast corner of Monument Park, where it meets the Museum, looking at high rises.
Facts: 2010 U.S. Census demographics (compiled by Wikipedia):  At the 2010 United States Census, there were 35,345 people, 16,371 households, and 9,364 families residing in the borough. There were 16,371 households, of which 21.8% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 45.6% were married couples living together, 8.5% had a female householder with no husband present, and 42.8% were non-families. 38.4% of all households were made up of individuals, and 17.0% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.16 and the average family size was 2.89.[8] Same-sex couples headed 127 households in 2010, an increase from the 65 counted in 2000.[58]The racial makeup of the borough was 53.49% (18,905) White, 2.75% (973) Black or African American, 0.14% (50) Native American, 38.44% (13,587) Asian, 0.02% (7) Pacific Islander, 3.08% (1,090) from other races, and 2.07% (733) from two or more races. Hispanics or Latinos of any race were 10.97% (3,877) of the population.[8] Korean Americans accounted for 23.5% of the 2010 population.  Median household income is about $72,000; 5% of families, 7.1% of children under 18, and 9% of seniors  live below the poverty line.

Reading:
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”  But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  [After the story of the good Samaritan, the lawyer answered his own question, saying], “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:29-37).
Prayer:
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (BCP, Prayer for the Human Family).
Station 10 :  Pray for Schools, and Sports and Civic Organizations

Move on Parker Avenue and stop in front of the playground.
Education facts (thanks to Wikipedia):  The Fort Lee School District serves public school students in pre-Kindergarten through twelfth grade. As of the 2011-12 school year, the district's six schools (4 elementary, one middle school, and one high school had an enrollment of 3,661 students and 266.6 classroom teachers (on an FTE basis). During the 2010–11 school year, School #3, where Bessy teaches (!), was awarded the Blue Ribbon School Award of Excellence by the United States Department of Education.  There is one private elementary school, one school 7-12 grades, and at least ten private preschool/daycare centers caring for over 1500 children. 

Reading:
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. (Matt. 18:1-5)
Prayer:
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities especially the Fort Lee Board of Education and Administration, the town schools, the Fort Lee Early Learning Center, and all teachers and students that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, for schools, edited for Fort Lee)
Station 11:  Pray for Creation and Natural World

Move to the corner of the church parking lot by bank driveway, where we can see natural grasses and landscaped gardens.

Men read:
O Lord, how manifold are your works!  

in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.

Women read:
Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, creatures both small and great.

Men read: 
There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, 


which you have made for the sport of it.

Women read:  All of them look to you 

to give them their food in due season.

Men read: 
You give it to them; they gather it;  

you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.

Women read: 
You hide your face, and they are terrified; 


you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust.

Men read: 
You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; 


and so you renew the face of the earth.

Women read: 
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;  

may the Lord rejoice in all his works. (Psalm 104:25-32)

Prayer:
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP, for Stewardship).
Station 12:  Pray for NYC and all Cities and Towns Around Us

Move toward Palisade Avenue, stopping just before the overhang of the bank, where we have a glimpse of NYC buildings and the Hudson River.  

Reading:
The city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of the Lord is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.  The nations will walk by its light, and the rulers of the earth will bring their glory into it.  Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.  People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations  (Revelation 21:23-26). 

Prayer:
Heavenly God, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of mutual regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (BCP, For Cities, p. 825)

Station  13:  Pray for Those in any Need or Trouble

Stop at the sidewalk by church entrance, looking at the medical centers across the street.

Reading:
Great crowds came to Jesus, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. (Matt. 15:30-31)
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your servants, especially and those we now name______________.


And give your power of healing to those who minister to their needs, and to all medical centers and offices and businesses in Fort Lee, that those for whom our prayers are offered may be strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Station 14:  Pray for all Recovery Groups

Move to the entrance of the parking lot.
Facts:  Good Shepherd hosts 10 AA groups, at least one meeting every evening, providing a home for approximately 250 people a week to find support for recovery.
Reading:  
Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.” Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. (Matt. 9:20-22)

Prayer:
O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion upon all who through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen. (BCP, Prayer for Recovery)
Station 15:  Pray for all Joys and Thanksgivings

Move to balloons at church entrance.

Reading:
“I pray that, according to the riches of [God’s] glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:16-19)
Prayer:
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on those who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries, especially John & Diane Sicheri, Diana Davin, Peter Hughes, Josephine Doles, Anita Williams, Dan Petrie, and those we now name___________, and all who rejoice in your blessings. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP, Prayer for a birthday, edited)
Station 16:  Pray for Emergency Responders

Move to the emergency vehicle in the church parking lot.  
Facts:  The Fort Lee Police Department includes 112 officers.  The borough is also served by The Fort Lee Volunteer Ambulance Corps, the volunteer Fire Department, and the Office of Emergency Management. 

Women read: 
Bless our God, you peoples; 

make the voice of his praise to be heard;

Men read: 
Who holds our souls in life,  

and will not allow our feet to slip.

Women read: 
For you, O God, have proved us;  

you have tried us just as silver is tried.

Men read: 
You brought us into the snare;  

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

Women read: 
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; but you brought us out into a place of refreshment (Psalm 66:8-12)
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve: Bless all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy.  Protect all emergency responders who take risks bringing people to safety in dangerous situations; for the love of the one who laid down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  (BCP, for Social Service, edited)
Station 17:  Pray for Those Who Have Died

Move to the memorial garden.

Reading:

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. (Isaiah 55:6-7, 12-13)

Prayer: 
We remember those who have died, especially and those we now name___________. Give to your whole Church in paradise and on earth your light and your peace; and grant that we, following the good examples of those who have served you here and are now at rest, may at the last enter with them into your unending joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All: 
Lord, you have called us to serve you.

Grant that we may walk in your presence;
your love in our hearts,
your truth in our minds,
your strength in our wills;
until, at the end of our journey,
we know the joy of our homecoming
and the welcome of your embrace,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
