
By Sharon Sheridan

Bishop Mark Beckwith returned from this summer’s 
Lambeth Conference inspired by his conversations with 
bishops across the Anglican Communion and their common 
mission to relieve the world’s suffering, concerned about 
Anglican covenant and Continuing Windsor Group propos-
als, and committed to strengthening partnerships among 
dioceses, combating poverty and living out God’s call in the 
Diocese of Newark.

Hosted by the archbishop of Canterbury in England from 
July 16-Aug. 3, the once-a-decade conference gathered 670 
bishops from 37 of the 38 Anglican provinces for relationship-
building and reflection. Unlike in years past, the conference 
debated no legislation and passed no resolutions.

Beckwith was among about 135 
Episcopal Church bishops registered 
for the conference. His wife, Marilyn 
Olson, joined hundreds of other bish-
ops’ spouses in a concurrent confer-
ence. New Hampshire Bishop V. Gene 
Robinson, whose consecration as the 
communion’s first openly gay bishop 
sparked much controversy in the 
worldwide church, was in Canterbury 
but not invited to attend the bishops’ 
conference. An estimated 230 bishops 
boycotted the conference.

Multiple ‘conferences’
“To my mind, there were at least 

four conferences going on at the same 
time,” Beckwith said during two “re-
port-back” sessions held at St. Agnes, 

Little Falls, on Aug. 7. Approximately 150 clergy and laity 
attended the sessions to hear comments from Beckwith as 
well as diocesan Lambeth attendees Martha Gardner, the 
Rev. Elizabeth Kaeton and Jon Richardson.

The first and abiding one featured “the desire to be in 
relationship with one another in Christ,” Beckwith said. The 
bishops sought to honor differences and discern how to be 
the body of Christ, he said, and “there were many moments 
when that happened.”

The format of small Bible studies and larger indaba 
discussion groups “enabled people to really share who 
they were and what they were about.” (In South Africa, 
indaba refers to a process in which villagers come together 
to seek a solution to a community problem.) A document 

summarizing the reflections of the various indaba groups 
was released at the end of the conference.

The second “conference” was more formulaic and 
structured, seeking resolution to conflicts within the Angli-
can Communion, Beckwith said. The reports of the Anglican 
Covenant Design Group and the Continuing Windsor Group 
– efforts launched before Lambeth and continuing beyond it 
– embodied this, he said. “I found them to be rather restric-
tive and doctrinal and rather punitive.”

Among the reports’ recommendations were a “pastoral 
forum” for dealing with transgressions of the “Windsor pro-
cess” and moratoria on consecrating bishops living in same-
gender unions, developing public rites for blessing such 
unions, and making episcopal cross-border incursions.

Third, Beckwith said, was the remarkable disparity 
of wealth between Western bishops, who freely used cell 
phones and laptops and ate and drank at local pubs and 
restaurants, and bishops from elsewhere, who often couldn’t 
afford these things and some of whom receive no salary. 
A scholarship fund was established so each bishop could 

By Elizabeth Dalton

Episcopal youth and their adult sponsors, including a 
delegation from the Diocese of Newark, flocked to Trinity 
University in San Antonio, Texas, July 8-13 for the Epis-
copal Youth Event 2008. 

Established by General Convention in 1982, the trien-
nial event is open to all students who have completed grades 
nine to 12. This year, EYE gathered more than 1,200 young 
people and their adult sponsors from over 85 dioceses from 
all nine provinces of the Episcopal Church for fellowship, 
worship, discovery and fun.

“All in all, the week was about getting to know Epis-
copal youth from around the globe,” said Ashlee Saro, 18, 
from House of Prayer, Newark.

She was among 11 youth and two adult chaperones 
– Kaileen Alston, diocesan youth missioner, and Tim 
Wong, missioner for youth and young families at St. Paul’s, 
Chatham – attending from the diocese. The other youth in-
cluded: Brienna Borsi and Benjamin DeWalt of St. Luke’s 
Montclair; Esther Abreu and Michael Grant of St. Paul’s, 
Paterson; Charles Herrera, Amasi Kumeh, Dolores-Mai 
Macauley and Dunstanette Macauley of House of Prayer, 
Newark; and Myles Persaud of St. Gregory’s, Parsippany.

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori opened the 
event, presenting the theme “Sown in the Heart of Christ.” 
She urged participants to “bear an abundant harvest” and 
to put an end to “structural violence and [the concept of] 
disposable people.” 

Daily plenary morning and afternoon sessions featured 
uplifting music, drama presentations, amusing daily “news-
casts” by the communications team, speakers (including a 
personal account of post-Hurricane Katrina life by the Rev. 

Canon Chuck Culpepper from the Diocese of Louisiana) and 
a panel discussion on discernment and the call to ministry 
sponsored by the Episcopal Church’s Pastoral Leadership 
Search Effort. Small-group sessions of 10 participants, 
randomly assigned from all the participating dioceses, 
discussed issues of life and faith.

“The small-group activities helped us make a bond with 
random people and to go over what the day had been for 
us,” Saro said. The more than 41 workshops on topics rang-
ing from “Spirituality for the Young” and “How to Share 
Your Faith” to “Knitting” and “Learn to Play the Guitar” 
helped to “expand our thinking or just to have some fun 
– for example, learning to zumba,” she said.

“The Fiesta,” a cultural fair where each diocese featured 
some activity or giveaway unique to its area or mission, was 
the highlight for Saro because “it was everyone sharing a 
little something of themselves.”

Afternoon free-time activities included sports tourna-
ments, yoga, arts and crafts, and pool games. Participants 
spent an afternoon exploring downtown San Antonio, 
including the River Walk and the Alamo. An outdoor 
“Texas Celebration” on the last night included line danc-
ing, horseshoes, lassoing, bingo and games of Texas 
Hold’em. On the last morning, a “sending” ceremony sent 
participants to “Go forth in the name of God, to blossom 
and bear much fruit.” 

“It was a fun experience,” said Abreu, 15. “I got to meet 
a lot of people and learned that we sing the same songs in our 
churches. Although we came from different places, it was 
cool to see that we are all connected and similar. Everyone 
was so friendly.” 

EYE participant Elizabeth Dalton attends St. Luke’s, 
Montclair.
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Making connections
Lambeth Conference strengthens ties, raises concerns

See “Connections,” page 3

Fun, fellowship and faith at EYE

New canon espouses 
collaborative model

Mary Frances Schjonberg photo

Newark Bishop Mark Beckwith, left, joins other bishops outside Canterbury Cathedral 
after the July 20 opening Eucharist of the 2008 Lambeth Conference in England.

By Sharon Sheridan

The Rev. Gregory Jacobs, the Diocese of Newark’s new 
canon for mission and ministry, looks forward to encourag-
ing partnerships among congregations and reaching out to 
new constituencies.

“The exciting thing for me is coming into a diocese 
whose makeup is uniquely urban,” said Jacobs, who re-
cently relocated from Boston to Newark with his wife, 
Beverly. “My background is largely in urban ministry.” 
Most recently, he served as staff officer for urban ministry 
development in the Diocese of Massachusetts. His wife, a 
middle school math teacher, will work at the Packard Col-
legiate Institute in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Jacobs will share responsibility for congregational 
development and clergy deployment with R. Carter Echols, 
canon to the ordinary and congregational development di-
rector. The two have known each other about five years, pri-
marily through their respective clergy deployment work.

See “New Canon,” page 10

The Rev. Gregory and Beverly Jacobs and their daughters, 
Stephanie, far left, and Charlotte, far right.
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Worship done well  
provides holy nourishment

Growing up as an Episcopalian, I went 
to church because I had to. It was an unques-
tioned part of our family rhythm. I enjoyed 
church, but I wasn’t sure why. I sang in 
the choir, served as an acolyte – and I was 
rather proud of the fact that I knew a lot of 
the service by heart. In my later teens, when 
the parental arm of authority lost some of its 
reach, I still went – for the fellowship and 
the hope for spiritual nurture, but also for 
the fear of what might happen to my soul 
if I didn’t.

In seminary, my passion was taken up 
with the study of pastoral care and delving 
into mystical forms of spiritual practice. I 
studied liturgy because I had to. Along the 
way I visited other churches – and other tra-
ditions – and to my surprise I found I missed 
the Episcopal liturgy. Especially the Eucha-
rist. I found that I needed to receive the bread 
and wine – and I wasn’t sure why.

After some soul wrestling, I made an 
intentional decision to make the Eucharist 
a part of my weekly rhythm. And in rather 
short order, I was able to let go of the need 
to understand what was happening in the 
worship service – and how or why it was 
happening – and instead be more open to 
experience the gift of it all – the bread and 
wine, the space and movement and music, 
the Scripture and prayers – and the people 
gathered for a variety of reasons in order 
to be fed. 

And that is what happened. I was fed. 
Every time I went to church, I ended up be-

ing fed. After I was ordained – and having 
the privilege of giving bread and wine to 
parishioners whose desires and struggles 

I knew – the experience of being fed only 
deepened.

The Eucharist is a wellspring of spiri-
tual sustenance, the depths of which I never 
will fully fathom. For years now, I have said 
that receiving the Eucharist is the most im-
portant thing that I do in my life – because 
it enables me to do everything else. The 
Eucharist feeds me with new life, greater 
hope and deeper freedom. I can’t prove the 
presence of these gifts – but I have learned to 
trust them and to build my life upon them.

I don’t think that the gifts we receive 
in the Eucharist wear out or disappear. But 
I do know that upon being fed and then 
“sent out into the world in peace,” we im-
mediately are met with conflicting messages 
and competing claims. We live in a world 

that increasingly goads us into believing that 
life, hope and freedom are arrived at through 
some calculus of productivity, acquisition 
or the exercise of measurable power. They 
are difficult to resist. And so we come back 
to the story and to the table again and again 
– to be fed again and again.

Jesus’ gift of himself – as recounted 
in the biblical story and as offered in the 
sacraments – not only feeds us, but it also 
transforms us into witnesses for a more au-
thentic life, hope and freedom than what is 
sold in the marketplace or trumpeted in the 
media. The world’s soul needs our witness, 
as spiritually fed disciples, to be about the 
work of transforming entities of oppression 
into communities of compassion.

So the challenge is to worship regularly 
– in community. To be fed by the living Christ 
in the bread and wine and in each other.

While in seminary and in my early years 
as a priest, there was a commonly held view 
that worship was an enterprise that must be 
done right. Over the years, I have lived into 
a commitment that worship should be done 
well. I feel that even more strongly now as a 
bishop: that the book and the space, the music 
and the movement, the dance (the procession 
and recession are indeed elaborate dances) 
and the drama all need to be planned care-
fully and creatively so that the mystery of it 
all has the greatest opportunity to be received 
as the extraordinary gift that it is – for the 
health and transformation of us all.

Una misa bien hecha da sustento santo
Translated by Adriana Clavijo. Com-

mission on Hispanic/Latino Ministry 

Creciendo como episcopal fui a la 
iglesia porque tenía que ir. En mi familia 
era incuestionable. Disfrutaba ir a la iglesia 
aunque no estaba seguro por que. Cantaba 
en el coro, fui acolito- y era orgulloso 
de saberme el servicio de memoria y de 
corazón. Cuando fui creciendo y entré en 
la edad propia de la pubertad y el brazo de 
la autoridad de mis padres fue perdiendo 
su alcance aun continué  yendo a la iglesia. 
Iba por la comunidad y la esperanza por un 
sustento espiritual; pero también por  temor 
a lo que le sucedería a mi alma si no iba. 

En el seminario, me apasione por 
estudiar cuidados pastorales  y me entregué a 
las formas  místicas de la practica espiritual. 
Estudié liturgia porque tenía que hacerlo.  
En todo esto visité otras iglesias- y otras 
tradiciones- y me sorprendí al descubrir que 
extrañaba la liturgia episcopal. Especialmente 
la eucaristía. Descubrí que necesitaba recibir 
el pan y el vino- y no estaba seguro por 
que. 

Después de una lucha con el alma mía, 
hice una decisión deliberada hice la eucaristía 
parte de mi ritmo semanal. Y en poco tiempo, 
pude deshacerme de la necesidad de entender 
que pasaba en el servicio espiritual- y cómo 
o por qué sucedía lo que sucedía – en cambio 
estuve más dispuesto a la experiencia del 
regalo de todos los regalos – el pan y el 

vino, el lugar y el movimiento y la música, 
las santas escrituras y las oraciones – y la 
gente reunida  por diferentes  razones pero 
deseando ser alimentada.  

Y esto fue lo que pasó. Fui alimentado. 
Cada vez que iba a la iglesia, terminaba 
alimentado. Después de ser párroco – y 
tener el privilegio de dar el pan y el vino 
a los parroquianos y sabiendo sus deseos 
y dificultades – la experiencia de ser 
alimentado  fue mas profunda. 

La eucaristía es un manantial de sustento 
espiritual, cuya profundidad nunca alcanzare 
a entender.  Por  muchos años he dicho que 
recibir la eucaristía es lo más importante 
que hago en mi vida- porque me permite 
hacer todo lo otro en mi vida.  La eucaristía 
me alimenta con vida nueva, esperanza más 
grande y libertad más profunda. No puedo 
probar la presencia de estos regalos- pero he 
aprendido a confiar en ellos y a enfocar mi 
vida en ellos.    

Yo no creo que los regalos que recibimos 
en la eucaristía se gastan o desaparecen. 
Pero sé que ser alimentado y después “salir 
al mundo en paz”, inmediatamente nos 
encontramos con mensajes conflictivos 
y reclamos competitivos. Vivimos en un 
mundo que nos acosa a creer que la vida, la 
esperanza, y la libertad son adquiridas a base 
de cálculos de productividad, adquisición 
del poder. Son difíciles de resistir. Entonces 
volvemos a la historia y a la mesa una y otra 
vez – para ser alimentado una y otra vez. 

El regalo que es Jesucristo mismo 
– contado en la Biblia y en los santos  
sacramentos –  no solamente nos alimenta 
pero nos transforma en testigos a una vida 
real, una esperanza y una libertad a cambio 
de lo que nos ofrece el mercado y los 
engaños en los medios de comunicación. El 
alma del mundo nos necesita como testigos 
alimentados, para transformar entidades de 
opresión en comunidades de compasión.

Lo demás está en ir a misa a menudo 
– en comunidad. Ser alimentado a través 
del cuerpo de Cristo en el pan el vino y cada 
uno de nosotros.   

Mientras estaba en el seminario y en 
mis primeros años como cura, había una 
forma de pensar acerca de la misa como 
una empresa que había que hacerla de cierta 
forma correcta. A través de los años he vivido 
con el compromiso de que la misa se bebe 
hacer bien. Ahora como obispo lo creo aún 
más: la Biblia, y el espacio, la música y 
el movimiento, el baile (la procesión y la 
recesión son bailes elaborados) y todo el 
drama debe ser planeado cuidadosamente y 
creativamente para que el misterio de todo 
esto pueda ser recibido como un regalo 
extraordinario lo cual lo es – y así es posible 
una trasformación de bienestar para todos 
nosotros.   

Jon Richardson photo

From left, Atlanta Bishop J. Neil Alexander, Rochester Bishop Prince Singh and Newark 
Bishop Mark Beckwith worship at the Integrity/Changing Attitude Eucharist at Lambeth. 
During the conference, Beckwith also attended two receptions for New Hampshire Bishop 
V. Gene Robinson, who was not invited to the formal bishops’ Lambeth Conference.
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buy the roughly $44 group photo, otherwise 
unaffordable for many bishops.

“That disparity of wealth was very much 
in play – unintentionally, but it was there,” 
Beckwith said.

Fourth, Beckwith said, featured people 
– including some bishops who didn’t attend 
Lambeth – who kept using the metaphor that 
the American Episcopal Church had torn the 
Anglican Communion’s fabric, and “to my 
mind, proceeded to tear it further.”

They repeatedly told their story to a “hun-
gry media,” he said. “Theirs was a discrediting 
and dispiriting story – and was not the story 
of what I experienced at Lambeth.”

Hope and dread
The conference began with a two-and-

a-half-day retreat at Canterbury Cathedral 
led by Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan 
Williams. It was a holy time of relation-
ship-building, during which Williams gave 
several addresses, Beckwith said.

“That was the archbishop at his best,” 
he said. “He’s an academic and a mystic. 
He invited us into a deeper relationship with 
one another, and his invitation was met with 
a common desire to do so.” Williams told 
them: “Each person is diminished by the 
pain of another; each person is enhanced by 
the glory of another.”

On July 24, the bishops and their spouses 
joined a “walk of witness” through London 

to demonstrate support for the U.N. Millen-
nium Development Goals and especially the 
goal of halving poverty by the year 2015. At 
Lambeth Palace, Williams’ residence, British 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown galvanized 
the group as he called upon Anglicans to 
exercise their moral authority in achieving 
these goals.

“I felt like I was listening to Martin 
Luther King,” Beckwith said. “His message 
was that powerful.”

On July 28, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, 
chief rabbi of the Hebrew Congregation of 
the Commonweath, also proved inspiring 
as he discussed the concept of covenant. 
Covenants are transformational and about 
identity, Sacks told the bishops. They en-
compass the sanctity of human life, respect 
for creation and respect for diversity.

“Having been educated in Anglican 
schools, the rabbi has a deep appreciation for 
our heritage and witness – and he hoped that 
we would hold together for the sake and health 
of the rest of the religious world,” Beckwith 
wrote in one of five reflections from Lambeth. 
“The hardest task in the world, he said, is to 
hold adherents of a religious faith together.”

“His appearance transformed the whole 
conference. He opened up the space for us to 
be together in communion – and in disagree-
ment,” Beckwith said after the conference. 
“The archbishop picked up on that and asked 
us to speak life to one another.”

Earlier in the day Sacks spoke, the 
Windsor group delivered its report, provok-
ing much anxiety, Beckwith said.

Its statement, he wrote, “to many of us 
felt unnecessarily legalistic and confining. 
Few, if any, of us were sure what authority 
the … committee officially has in relation 
to the ongoing work and organization of the 
Anglican Communion (it was created in the 
wake of Gene Robinson’s consecration in 
2003). Nevertheless, the committee presents 
itself as having jurisdiction over what dio-
ceses and provinces in the communion can 
and cannot do.”

Similarly, many bishops – not only 
from North America but also from New 
Zealand, Japan and elsewhere – do not want 
an Anglican covenant as proposed, Beckwith 
said. The current proposal seems more like a 
contract than a covenant, he said.

While he experienced times of jubilation 
and intimacy, Beckwith said, he also experi-
enced a sense of dread at the conference, such 
as when a bishop from South India told his 
indaba group that the bishop of New Hamp-
shire should resign for the sake of unity.

“[Dread is] a hard place to be, but often 
it’s where we are called to be,” Beckwith 
said. Rather than giving in to the temptation 
to flee or try to solve everything, he said, 
“The challenge is, I think, to live through it. 
My prayer is that we can live through this 
and hold together – trusting God’s presence 
and God’s promise.”

Next steps
Looking ahead, the most important 

thing is continuing to build relationships, 
Beckwith said. Some bishops discussed 
developing companionship “triads,” for ex-
ample, so that the Diocese of Newark might 
partner with an African diocese as well as its 
current companion Diocese of Panama. 

Newark will continue to honor and 
bless “all relationships marked by fidelity 
and commitment,” Beckwith said. “We’re 
going to live in the charism of who we are 
... because that’s what God is calling us to 
do and to be.”

It’s important for the Episcopal Church 
to inventory the incursions by other bishops 
into its dioceses, which began in 1997, Beck-

with said. None of the African bishops he 
spoke with, he noted, knew that bishops from 
other jurisdictions were visiting parishes 
– and performing confirmations – in some 
dioceses without the invitation or approval 
of the local diocesan bishop.

He also noted the need to be strategic in 
lobbying the Anglican Consultative Council, 
which will review the covenant document 
in May, to either slow down the proposal or 
develop a “rule of life” to replace the pro-
posed covenant. Beckwith will meet with the 
House of Bishops in September as well as 
with the Chicago Consultation, of which he 
is among the leadership, in October.

“We can learn from what happened at 
Lambeth,” he said. “I still have great hope 
and need for the Anglican Communion, and 
we are being watched very closely. We are an 
incredibly important religious witness to the 
world. We are flawed, but we are created in 
genius. The world needs our witness.”

Sharon Sheridan is editor of The Voice. 
Episcopal Life Media reports contributed to 
this article.

To find out more 
A series of 10 video journals featuring 
bishops attending the 2008 Lambeth Con-
ference is available at Trinity Wall Street’s 
website at http://www.trinitywallstreet.
org/welcome/?lambeth.

For news coverage by Episcopal Life Me-
dia, visit http://www.episcopalchurch.
org/episcopal_life.htm. For video reports 
and archived news conferences, visit 
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/89878_
97371_ENG_HTM.htm.

A Province II Lambeth Reflections Day 
will be held at Trinity Cathedral, Trenton, 
at 10 a.m. Oct. 4. Presenters will include 
Maine Bishop Chilton Knudsen, Albany 
Bishop Bill Love, New Hampshire Bishop 
V. Gene Robinson and Princeton Theolog-
ical Seminary Professor Gordon Graham. 
For details, call 609-494-7944.

Connections
Continued from page 1

Voice your support!
In each issue, The Voice reports on the news and ministries of our dio-

cese. We chronicle the actions of convention, church leaders and diocesan 
committees and commissions. We spread the word about the many activi-
ties of our congregations, large and small, and their faithful members. We 
provide a forum for listening to diverse voices across the diocese. 

In short, our mission is to give voice to the voices of the Diocese of 
Newark.

But The Voice needs your support. With the ever-rising costs of print-
ing and postage and continued diocesan budget challenges, contributions 
from readers can help ensure that we continue to publish regularly.

If you value The Voice as an important resource, make your voice 
heard. Please make a contribution in the envelope provided, or send 
a check payable to The Voice to Episcopal Diocese of Newark, attn: The 
Voice, 31 Mulberry St., Newark, NJ 07102.
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Bishop Mark Beckwith, center, and the other bishops and spouses at the Lambeth Confer-
ence marched in support of the U.N. Millennium Goals in London.

While Diocese of Newark Bishop Mark 
Beckwith and Rochester Bishop Prince 
Singh, former rector of St. Alban’s in Oak-
land, attended the Lambeth Conference of 
bishops, their wives Marilyn Olson and 
Roja Singh attended a concurrent spouses’ 
conference. 

Other Newark members also attended 
Lambeth: Martha Gardner of St. George’s 
Maplewood, working with the Anglican 
Observer to the United Nations; the Rev. 
Elizabeth Kaeton, national president of the 
Episcopal Women’s Caucus and rector of St. 
Paul’s, Chatham; Jon Richardson, candidate 
for Holy Orders and youth and family min-
istries director at St. Peter’s, Morristown, 
who worked with Integrity; the Rev. Mary 
Frances Schjonberg, working with Episcopal 
Life Media; and the Rev. Michael Sniffen, 
now an assistant at a Diocese of Long Island 
parish, serving as a steward.

“The best part of Lambeth for me in-
cluded the morning Eucharists, my Bible 
study group and the Millennium Goal march 
in London,” Olson said. “It was inspiring to 
hear the Lord’s Prayer in many languages at 
once, to hear about what the gospel meant 
to others from different countries – and to 
march in solidarity for the Millennium De-
velopment Goals.”

“It is so good to have Roja with me,” 
Bishop Singh wrote to his diocese Aug. 1. 
“She has had a good time connecting with 
the spouses, who in my opinion are hav-
ing a much better shot at engaging what’s 
important for mission in God’s world. … It 
is still my hope that we will be able to keep 

our eyes on all the vulnerable, including 
the LGBT community, and move beyond 
this quagmire we have created. All our 
small-group engagements (Bible Study and 
indaba) without a doubt have highlighted 
stories of how the MDGs are a good reason 
for us to continue as a communion.”

Reducing poverty was an issue all could 
agree on, noted Gardner, who called the 
“walk for witness” in London one of her last-
ing impressions. The U.N. secretary general 
has designated Sept. 25 a special day to ad-
dress the MDGs, she noted. In conjunction 
with this, the Archbishop of York will attend 
an Evensong at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in New York.

The spiritual aspects of Lambeth, in-
cluding morning Eucharists and evening 
candlelight pilgrimages in Canterbury 
Cathedral, also were very meaningful for 
Gardner. “It was just a blessing to be there.” 
She expressed sadness, however, that those 
who weren’t bishops or staff couldn’t attend 
the daily Eucharists.

Kaeton, attending her second Lambeth 
Conference, noted five differences between 
1998 and 2008:
•  A marked decrease in violence this year. 

“By violence, I mean not only the threat 
of physical violence, but verbal violence 
and spiritual violence.”

•  The increased witness of the LGBT com-
munity. 

•  A much smaller presence of “uberconser-
vatives.” 

•  The increased number of female bishops, 

From le f t ,  New 
Hampshire Bishop 
V. Gene Robinson, 
the Rev. Elizabeth 
Kaeton and Jon 
Richardson at the 
communicat ions 
center where the 
Lambeth Witness 
was published.

Various views of Lambeth

See “Various Views,” page 11
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God is calling. Listen. A Sunday school 
child recites “…blessed are the pure of heart 
for they shall see God.” Listen. A priest 
preaches on Micah’s message of walking 
humbly with your God. Listen. A bishop 
welcomes you to stand at the Gates of Hope 
with the living Christ.

Listen. What do you hear? Perhaps you 
are being called to an opportunity to put 
your passions to work serving others. If so, 
consider standing for election to a role in one 
of the diocese’s leadership entities.

A qualified candidate is a communicant 
in good standing who for the previous year 
has been faithful in corporate worship (un-
less prevented for good cause) and in work-
ing, praying and giving for the spread of the 
kingdom of God. Qualified candidates also 
have completed or arranged to complete 
anti-racism training as approved by the 
bishop after consultation with the Mission 
to Dismantle Racism.

This year, the following committees 
are seeking candidates. Elections will be 
held at the 135th Annual Convention of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Newark on Jan. 30-31 
at the Hilton Hotel, Parsippany.

ACTS/VIM Board: 3 lay and 1 clergy 
members to attend 4 meetings a year and 
make 2 or 3 site visits to grant requesters.

Constitutions and Canons Commit-
tee: 10 members, lay or clergy, to review 
the diocesan Constitutions and Canons and 
recommend amendments and/or report on 
amendments proposed by others. This com-
mittee also reviews resolutions for canoni-
cal consistency and legality.

Diocesan Review Committee: 1 lay 
and 2 clergy member to oversee matters 
of clergy discipline under Title IV of the 
Canons of the Episcopal Church.

Ecclesiastical Court: 1 clergy and 1 
lay member to serve as judges in the event 
of a trial of this court, which functions at 
the time of presentment and trial of a priest 

or deacon in the diocese as described in 
Canons 17 and 18.

Standing Committee: 1 clergy and 
1 lay member for the Class of 2012 and 1 
clergy member for the Class of 2010. The 
committee is the bishop’s council of advice 
and the ecclesiastical authority when no 
bishop is in charge. It also oversees the 
approval of leasing and sale decisions of 
parish properties; votes on ordination can-
didates; and votes to approve the election 
of bishops in other dioceses. 

Trinity & St. Philip’s Cathedral 
Chapter: 1 clergy and 1 lay member to 
assist with regulating, managing and admin-
istering temporal affairs of the cathedral.

Secretary of Convention: a com-
municant in good standing. The secretary 
also serves as a secretary of Diocesan 
Council, gives notice of all conventions, 
takes minutes of convention proceedings, 
preserves convention journals and records, 
attests to the public acts of the convention 
and performs other services as prescribed 
by the canons or the convention.

Treasurer & Assistant Treasurer: 
communicants in good standing to submit 
a statement of diocesan accounts to each 
annual convention. The assistant performs 
duties as assigned by the treasurer. 

Additional nomination information and 
forms are available at www.dioceseofnew-
ark.org/convention or by contacting the 
Rev. Dewey Brown, Nominations Com-
mittee chair, at 201-384-0706 or frdewey@
optonline.net; Vice Chair Naomi Horsky at 
973-827-5085 or horskyn@wpunj.edu; or 
Secretary of Convention Michael Francavi-
glia at 973-430-9919 or mfrancaviglia@
dioceseofnewark.org.

The committee seeks diversity in the 
slates of candidates with regard to race, age 
(16+), gender, sexual orientation, physical 
disabilities, economic backgrounds and 
theological viewpoints.

A fond farewell for ‘Sophie’ founder

Clergy comings and goings
The following clergy transitions have 

been announced since the last issue of The 
Voice.

In June, the Rev. Kenneth Near retired 
from ministry at St. Paul’s, Englewood, 
where he had served since 1991. June also 
brought two clergy from the south who had 
attended seminary in the region. The Rev. 
Kevin Morris, a Yale alumnus from the 
Diocese of Southeast Florida, began service 
as chaplain for Christ Hospital. The new 
rector of Grace Church, Westwood, the Rev. 
Rob Rhodes, graduated from General Theo-
logical Seminary in New York and served as 
rector of St. Matthew’s in Bogalusa, La.  

June brought more clergy swapping with 
the Diocese of New Jersey. The Rev. Lois 
Schembs returned to the Diocese of New Jer-
sey after 13 years in the Newark diocese, the 
last eight as rector of St. Martin’s, Maywood. 
The Rev. John Mitchell also is headed south 
to become rector of Church of the Advent and 
St. John’s Chapel, Cape May, effective Oct. 
1. Meanwhile, July 1 brought the Rev. Alan 
French, who has served many congregations 
in the Diocese of New Jersey, to a new cure 
as interim at Grace Church, Rutherford. In 
September, the Rev. Barton Brown returns 
from the Diocese of New Jersey to serve as 
interim at St. Peter’s, Livingston.

In July, the Rev. Cooper Conway 
left her position as rector of St. John’s in 
Union City. In September, she becomes the 
interim for St. Alban’s, Oakland. Also in 
July, the Rev. Bill Coats became interim 
for Epiphany Church, Orange, and the Rev. 
Ronnie Stout-Kopp resigned from Christ 
Church, Teaneck.

August brought longer-distance clergy 
transitions. The Rev. John Habecker, from 
the Diocese of Los Angeles and most re-
cently a missionary in El Salvador, became 

priest-in-charge for St. John’s, Dover, on 
Aug. 1. Aug. 10 was the Rev. Bill Potter’s 
last Sunday as rector at St. Luke’s, Hope, after 
13 years there. He will lead congregations 
in the Diocese of the Virgin Islands. Also 
on Aug. 10, St. Paul’s, Paterson, welcomed 
its new assistant rector, the Rev. Miguelina 
Espinal, a priest from the Dominican Repub-
lic who also works at the Episcopal Church 
Center in New York.

On Sept. 1, the Rev. Ginny Dinsmore 
becomes priest-in-charge for St. Dunstan’s, 
Succasunna. Dinsmore was ordained through 
the Diocese of Newark but has been serving 
in the Diocese of Rhode Island. Also, in Sep-
tember the Rev. Kim Capwell is resigning 
after nearly 16 years as rector of St. Peter’s, 
Mount Arlington to become rector of Im-
manuel Highlands, Wilmington, Del.

Obituaries
Retired Bishop of Cuba Jose A. Gonza-

lez, 94, died July 19 from natural causes. He 
served as Cuba’s bishop from 1967 to 1982. 
Later, he and his wife, Graciela, came to the 
United States and settled in Union City. He 
served as an assisting bishop in the Diocese 
of Newark and visited many congregations 
for confirmations and receptions.

He and Graciela were active parishio-
ners of Grace Church, Union City. Graciela, 
his wife of 64 years, died in March. He 
is survived by his brother, the Rev. Oscar 
Gonzalez, retired rector of Grace Church and 
current priest-in-charge at Calvary Church 
in Bayonne.

Also in July, the Rev. Richard Con-
stantinos, father of the Rev. Christine Tre-
maine, died. He retired in 1999 after serving 
for 36 years as rector of Christ Church, Budd 
Lake (originally Stanhope) and had been liv-
ing with his wife, Patricia, in Otis, Mass.

Is God calling you to serve?

Outpacing Parkinson’s
St. Peter’s Pacers, a ministry of St. Peter’s Church 

in Clifton, joined an estimated 10,000 walkers in raising 
$1,800,000 in the annual Parkinson’s Unity Walk in Central 
Park in New York.

Betty Jo Wilkinson and Carl Gincley, Pacers co-cap-
tains, brought together 20 members from St. Peter’s and the 
congregations of Christ Church, Belleville, and Atonement, 
Fair Lawn, to participate. Many walkers were touched by 
Parkinson’s disease, with some having the illness and 
others having family members with Parkinson’s. The Pacers 
organized to raise awareness about the disease and to raise 
money for research into it.

The group began raising funds in December 2007 by selling candles. The walkers asked 
friends, family members and co-workers to support their April walk. Some also solicited 
funds outside the Stop and Shop in Carlstadt and from local businesses.

The Pacers raised $3,027 in their first year and plan to participate in next year’s walk. 
Members of other churches are invited to contact them at St. Peter’s, 973-546-5020, for 
information about the 2009 Unity Walk. 

Carl Gincley and Betty Jo 
Wilkinson were co-captains 
of St. Peter’s Pacers.

By Cathie Studwell

Care on the Corner, 
an outreach ministry of 
St. John the Divine in 
Hasbrouck Heights, re-
cently honored Sophie 
& Friends Director Liza 
Arnao, who retired after 
founding the program 
seven years ago. 

Sophie & Friends is 
the early childhood read-
ing and group socialization program of Care 
on the Corner, where children can learn and 
play with each other. Parents and caregivers 
share and help each other as they learn how 
to raise children. All come together, sharing 
their different languages and cultures. 

Parishioner Arnao began the program 
about a year after her daughter, Sophie, 
was born.

“I have always felt that finding afford-
able playgroups and meeting other moms 
is quite difficult,” recalled Arnao, also the 
mother of Benjamin, 13. “After diapers and 
formula, there’s not much left over. I wanted 
a group where kids could have fun and moms 
could get out of the house.” 

More than 200 children have partici-
pated in the program, which serves families 
from 19 towns in three counties. What began 
as a few children meeting once a week has 
grown into three groups of 15 to 20 children. 
A satellite group meets in Secaucus.

Participants begin with free play, fol-

lowed by arts and crafts, read-
ing, snack and circle time. Other 
events during the year include 
Mother Goose reading to the chil-
dren, Jazzy the Clown attending 
the annual July sprinkler party, 
field trips to Herold’s Farm at 
Halloween and Van Saun Park in 
the spring, EMT truck visits and 
holiday parties.

Adult participants say they 
truly appreciate the experience.

“As a stay-at-home-dad, it 
has been a challenge to find playgroups and 
support systems that welcome men,” said 
Len Williams. “The Sophie & Friends pro-
gram, under the direction of Liza Arnao, does 
not discriminate and realizes we all have a 
common goal. Nothing is more important 
than what is best for our children.”

Noted Charlie Cox, “You do an excel-
lent job running the play group and providing 
enjoyable and interesting activities for the 
children, while maintaining an environment 
where all parents feel welcome and able to 
share parenting information. Everyone is 
friendly.” 

“Since becoming a full-time mother to 
my daughter, Maria,” said Natalie Tevletidis, 
“I found myself in need of playtime activi-
ties and socialization. Sophie & Friends has 
not only helped my daughter with her social 
skills but also me in meeting new people and 
even making new friends.” 

Cathie Studwell attends St. John the 
Divine, Hasbrouck Heights.

Gay Pride Parade
Bishop Mark Beckwith, right, joined members of Church of the Redeemer, Morristown, at 
this year’s New York City Gay Pride Parade down Fifth Avenue.

Retiring Director Liza 
Arnao and her daughter 
Sophie.
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Making ministers of us all
By Bill McColl

Much is changing for the Diocese of 
Newark’s Commission on Ministry.

The “COM” is probably best known 
as the “decider” when someone within the 
diocese feels called to ordained ministry. It’s 
true that an important part of the group’s work 
involves determining whether individuals will 
proceed towards ordination and supporting 
and guiding those within the process. This 
year, however, commission members have 
been striving to be more greeters than gate-
keepers, focusing much of their efforts on 
expanding the diocese’s lay ministry.

“Much has changed in the recent past 
in the national canons, particularly relating 
to the role of the Commission on Ministry,” 
said Paul Shackford, COM chair. “The role 
is now to advise and assist the bishop in 
determining opportunities and needs for the 
ministry of all baptized people.”

The commission held a series of meet-
ings with Bishop Mark Beckwith in January 
to consider how to proceed, Shackford said.  

It began by examining the various programs, 
activities and groups already within the 
diocese to determine what still is needed to 
conform to the canons. 

“It’s clear in the Book of Common Prayer 
that lay persons are ministers,” said Shackford. 
“One question is: How can the diocese use the 
wisdom and resources already here to help 
people identify ministries or expand them?”

Commission members met with groups 
from around the diocese. 

“One of the strengths of the diocese is that 
there are a number of people and committees 
that work to provide information and educa-
tional opportunities for lay people,” Shackford 
said. “But we found that many people don’t 
really know that these opportunities exist. We 
need to make it easier for people to hear about 
the many offerings and to make them more 
convenient for people to attend.”

The commission also talked with in-
structors at the Newark School of Theology 
to see how to forge a relationship to create 
educational opportunities geared to laity. 

Many parishioners already are active 
in ministries within their churches, such as 
serving on the altar guild or in the choir, 
Shackford noted. The commission hopes 
to raise awareness of ministries outside the 
church walls as well, he said.

“What does it mean to be a Christian 
from Monday through Saturday?” he asked. 
“How does being a Christian affect who I 
am at work?”

The commission also is focusing on 
expanding awareness of the diaconate, 
Shackford said. The number of vocational 
deacons in the diocese has expanded from 
zero a few years ago to more than 20 now, 
but many don’t know what a deacon actually 
does, he noted.

“I would bet that if a deacon participated 
in a Sunday service in most of our congrega-
tions, many people would be surprised and 
a bit confused, not only with the role of the 
deacon during the service, but with what 
deacons do the rest of the week,” he said. 

To help, the COM is planning a “Deacon 
Sunday” in the fall in several parishes.

“I am sure that will be of interest to 
many,” he added. “They may find this is an 
opportunity they simply never considered.”

The commission has many more months 
of discernment ahead, Shackford said, but he 
sees great possibilities. “There are a lot of 
very exciting ideas,” he said.

Bill McColl attends All Saints, Leonia.
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Ruth S.  Cobb,  Director  of  Admissions
Saint  Thomas Choir  School

202 West  58th Street
New York,  NY 10019

212-247-3311
www.choirschool .org

Saint  Thomas Choir  School  serves  the 37 boys in  grades 
three through eight  who are  the t reble  choris ters  of  the 
music  program at  Saint  Thomas Church Fif th  Avenue.   
The school  offers  a  unique and chal lenging educat ional  
opportuni ty  in  a  boarding set t ing with a  ful l  range of  
academic,  a thlet ic  and extracurr icular  programs.   
Third grade s tudents  par t ic ipate  in  a  modif ied boarding Third grade s tudents  par t ic ipate  in  a  modif ied boarding 
plan,  re turning home each weekend.   Boys from across  
the country are  encouraged to  apply to  fourth grade,  and 
may be admit ted to  f i f th  grade i f  space is  avai lable .

Clergy conference set
Bishop Mark 

Beckwith has invited 
the Rev. Don E. Sa-
liers, a retired profes-
sor of theology and 
worship at Atlanta’s 
Emory University, 
to be guest speaker 
for the annual dioc-
esan Clergy Confer-
ence, Oct. 27-29 at the 

Shawnee Inn, Shawnee, Pa. 
A United Methodist minister, Saliers’ 

Episcopal Church connections include 
serving on the committee that wrote the 
Eucharistic Prayer D for the 1979 Book 
of Common Prayer and worshiping as a 
Benedictine oblate of St. John’s Abbey in 
Collegeville, Minn. A composer and musi-
cian, he has written 15 books on worship and 

music – including one with daughter Emily 
of the Indigo Girls.

“I’m going to be talking particularly 
about the question of the travail of liturgy in 
a culture of such change and … you might 
call it, a culture of hype,” Saliers said. “How 
is it that the church can negotiate its way 
liturgically, which of course means musically 
and artistically as well?”

He intends to address both the contem-
porary issues facing churches – particularly 
those from a prayer book tradition – and 
“the nonverbal dimensions of liturgical life, 
which means sound, sight, touch, gesture 
and so on,” he said. “The words and texts 
that we use in the liturgy depend radically 
on that which is not verbal.”

For more information, call 973-430-
9900.

— Sharon Sheridan

Strengthening mutual 
ministry

The Oct. 18 Diocesan Ad-ministration 
Day at St. Philip’s Academy in Newark will 
strengthen mutual ministry as it celebrates 
and offers training and support for all con-
gregational lay leaders of the diocese.

Mutual ministry is lay leaders partnering 
with clergy to facilitate the activities of the 
church. Ministries of financial stewardship, 
property oversight and personnel sometimes 
fall into wardens’ job descriptions, but in 
most congregations multiple lay leaders 
share these ministries. The Ad-ministration 
Day is so-named to acknowledge that to do 
these practical tasks is to minister (from 
the Latin “ad” and “ministro” meaning “to-
wards” and “wait upon”).

Each participant can attend three of 
18 workshops in six administrative areas 
such as financial best practices, property 
management and legal liability concerns. 
Various new resources will be introduced 
along with instruction and new approaches 
to basic procedures.

Pre-registration is required. The first 
Ad-ministration Day in 2007, an expansion 
of Wardens’ Days held since 2003, was 
oversubscribed, so early registration is rec-
ommended. To learn more or to register, click 
on Oct. 18 on the calendar or the scrolling 
activity list on the diocesan website http://
www.dioceseofnewark.org/.

New center
North Porch has opened its fourth cen-

ter, located at St. Peter’s Church in Clifton. 
A celebration and open house are planned 
for later this fall.

Benefit concert
Church of the Annunciation, Oradell, 

will sponsor “Rock On For Habitat” to ben-
efit Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County 
on Sept. 20. A band composed of students 
from the Jersey City Arts High School will 
perform rock and pop music from 3-4 p.m. 
and 5-6 p.m. Between the performances, 
people can talk with the musicians to learn 
about the Jersey City Arts Program and about 
Habitat’s work in Bergen County.

Admission costs $10. For more informa-
tion, call Robert Gray at 201-265-2521.

Online training
The Christian Formation Commission 

will offer a training and workshop day Sept. 
6 on Safeguarding Online, an Internet-based 

program on abuse risk management for child 
abuse-awareness training now available to 
members of the diocese. To use the training 
or register for the workshop, contact Kitty 
Kawecki at 973-430-9902 or kkawecki@
dioceseofnewark.org.

Missionary in Wayne
On Sept. 28, the 

Rev. Kevin Higgins, di-
rector of Global Teams, 
will lead a seminar at 
St. Michael’s, Wayne, 
called Jesus through 
the Eyes of Muslims, 
based on his years of 
work in Pakistan and 
other Asian and African 
countries. Higgins, with 

his family, served as a missionary in Pakistan 
and Bangladesh from 1990 to 1998.

The program will begin at 12:30 p.m. 
with a light lunch. Preregistration is re-
quested. Cost is $5. Send registrations 
St. Michael’s Church, 1219 Ratzer Road, 
Wayne, NJ 07470. For details, call Kathy 
Maier at 973-595-8292.

Children’s choir
Trinity & St. Philip’s Cathedral in 

Newark will present a Concert of Hope from 
Uganda featuring the children’s choir Watoto 
at 7 p.m. Nov. 25. Tickets cost $10 children, 
$20 adults. For details, call 973-622-3505.

Teen peer ministers
Jayne Murphy-Morris of Church of the 

Saviour, Denville, will lead diocesan youth 
in peer ministry training at Cross Roads on 
Sept. 26-27. This Christ-centered training 
will equip young people with resources and 
skills to be better ministers, friends, youth 
group members and teammates. Registra-
tion is limited to 35; deadline is Sept. 12. 
Visit http://youth.dioceseofnewark.org/ 
to register.

Clergy coaching
The Peer Coaching Project aims to sup-

port the ongoing spiritual health, personal 
development and leadership capacities of 
clergy within the Diocese of Newark. This 
ongoing program is open to all clergy, with 
tracks for those continuing with peer coach-
ing as well as for those new to the program. 
Facilitator David Rynick will lead a kick-off 
coaching event Oct. 16 at Calvary, Summit. 
For details, contact the Rev. Beverly Huck at 
revbev1@aol.com or 973-627-3304.

diocesan Roundup

The Rev. Kevin 
Higgins

The Rev. Don E. 
Saliers
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GATES OF HOPE

By Carole Ann King

As a movement to set aside a liturgical 
season to honor all creation and the Creator 
grows across the world, congregations in the 
Diocese of Newark stand among the earliest 
innovators of “creation liturgies.”

A recent Internet search highlighted 
sample liturgies in the United States, 
Australia, New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom. In June, British church leaders 
called upon Christians throughout England to 
use Sept. 1 to Oct. 4 “to put the environment 
at the heart of their worship” and to dedicate 
the time “to prayer for the protection of 
creation and the promotion of sustainable 
lifestyles that reverse our contribution to 
climate change.”

This “Time for God’s Creation,” according 
to a news release, “follows a resolution 
made at the Third European Ecumenical 
Assembly in 2007 by representatives from 
Europe’s Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican and 
Protestant churches.”

Within the Diocese of Newark, a 
1994 convention resolution recognized 
and affirmed the creation season. Two 
years earlier, Church of the Redeemer, 
Morristown, had inaugurated a creation 
liturgy. The Rev. Franklin “Skip” Vilas, then 
rector of St. Paul’s in Chatham, subsequently 
began an eight-week celebration of the 
creation season at his church in 1992 and 
later sponsored the diocesan resolution.

The handful of diocesan congregations 
that have created liturgies typically 
celebrate the unofficial season of creation 
at the end of Pentecost, from St. Francis’ 
Day to Christ the King Sunday.  

Early on, Vilas said, some accused 
him of wanting to “abandon the prayer 
book” and of being a “Pantheist” and a 
“nature worshiper.” But, he said, “affirming 
God as the Creator makes it easier to 

understand the Trinity.”
The Rev. Phillip Wilson, Redeemer’s 

rector, noted that “the creation season 
expands the story of God to the whole 
creation, not just human history.” 

Redeemer’s worship notes describe 
the season as “one in which we look at 
our ‘oneness’ with nature, rather than our 
domination of it. As stewards and trustees, 
we confess our abuse of this trust and pledge 
to reform our ways.”

The liturgy, which Wilson said Vilas 
created in 1992, includes a scriptural reading 
and a “contemporary” lesson that celebrates 
creation, such as a poem or reading from an 
environmentalist. Each week, a different 
gift from the earth is presented – water, 
fire, moss and grass, a branch from a tree 
– at the offertory. The Prayers of the People 
are adapted from prayers used at the United 
National Environmental Sabbath and Earth 
Day in June 1990.    

The creation season provides more than 
a single day’s celebration.

Vilas, who helped found the Episcopal 
Ecological Network and had served as a 
religious adviser to the United Nations 

Environment Programme, has recounted 
in sermons and articles Wilson’s belief 
that “single days of observation, such as 
the church’s Rogation Sunday, or the more 
secular Earth Day, did not do much more 
that scratch the surface of people’s awareness 
of the environmental crisis. Furthermore, 
such a brief exposure to the spirituality of 
ecological stewardship usually touched only 
the rational mind.”  

Celebrating the season, however, 
presents challenges.

The Rev. Susan Sica, vicar of St. 
Gregory’s in Parsippany, inherited her 
congregation’s tradition of celebrating 
the creation season from her predecessor. 
While the congregation loves it, she said, 
she struggles to integrate the season into 
the lectionary.

“For me, the issue is selecting where 
and when to merge this into what is 
prescribed by the lectionary and still have 
it make sense,” she said. “The bottom line, 
for me, is the gospel.”

“Once you engage in this,” she added, 
“virtually every part of the liturgy is up for 
consideration.”

She also wonders what was missing 
from the Pentecost cycle that it required 
enhancement and whether observing the 
creation season does much to affect the 
environment, she said. The congregation, 
however, loves the season and apparently 
gets a lot out of the contemporary readings 
she chooses, she said. 

The Rev. Elizabeth Kaeton, the current 
rector of St. Paul’s, said that while her 
predecessor was deeply committed to eco-
justice, she sees the issue as an integral part 
of all concerns of justice for all Christians 
and believes that there is no hierarchy of 
concerns. After using the creation season 
liturgy in her first year at St. Paul’s, Kaeton 
said, “it was instructive to learn how much 
of a trinitarian I am.”

While St. Paul’s still celebrates the 
creation season with the apricot vestments 
and altar hangings that were purchased in 
1992, Kaeton said, she uses Eucharistic 
Prayer C and the Revised Common 
Lectionary and “looks for creation themes 
on which to preach, if appropriate.”

Carole Ann King attends St. Peter’s, 
Morristown.

“Enter gates with thanksgiving; go into God’s courts with praise.” 
–Psalm 100:3

ThE GaTE of WorshiP

Churches celebrate the whole of creation

By Jabez Van Cleef 

Although digital projectors and Powerpoint presenta-
tions have become commonplace in many businesses and 
classrooms, “technology solutions” have been relatively 
slow to penetrate Episcopal church sanctuaries. Yet resis-
tance to liturgical use of electronic media has receded from 
several parishes in the Diocese of Newark. 

St. Michael’s in Wayne received a diocesan develop-
ment grant to install a programmable electric sign in front 
of the church. The sign is clearly visible, day and night, 
to the traffic on Ratzer Road, the busy thoroughfare that 
passes the church. It signaled the church’s desire to suspend 
traditional limitations on participation and to try out new 
paradigms of worship. 

Today, St. Michael’s main Sunday service features 
contemporary music, Bible-based preaching and multi-me-
dia presentations projected on an eight-by-10-foot screen 
suspended over the chancel. Projecting hymn texts on the 
screen has greatly increased the level of participation in 
congregational singing. 

On the Sunday this reporter attended, the Powerpoint 
was driven by a laptop computer operated by Katie DeVos, 
a junior at Eastern Christian High School in East Haledon. 
During the week, a worship team had prepared slides with 
hymn words superimposed on Christian imagery. 

St. Michael’s has used this setup for three years. The 
Rev. Ellen Donnelly, co-rector of the church with her hus-
band, John, since 1991, says they always wanted to have 
the entire church singing together.

“We added gradual innovations toward the achieve-

ment of this vision for almost 10 years before making a 
committed transition to having projections every Sunday,” 
she said. “There was some controversy over the use of 
computers in church, and some people left the church be-
cause of the perception that this liturgy was not traditional 
enough. But since then, more new people have joined; and 
now the sense of congregational unity speaks, or should I 
say, sings for itself.”

Having a music minister comfortable with leading and 
performing all kinds of music (traditional and contempo-
rary) is essential for successfully implementing new media 
in church services, according to the Donnellys.

 “I believe that music can serve to draw us closer to 
God,” said Minister of Music Jan Sivertsen. “As we listen 
and sing the music of artists of the past and present, we find 
a way to make their expressions of faith our own. At St. 
Michael’s, we often feel the presence of the Holy Spirit, as 
our music lifts and inspires us to a new relationship with 
the living God.”

Musical variety
At Grace Van Vorst in Jersey City, the Rev. Janet 

Broderick pioneered similar efforts to transform worship 
from conventional choir-and-organ forces to a more the-
atrical experience. Grace Van Vorst has been completely 
committed to projecting the liturgy on screen and produc-
ing amplified contemporary sounds for five years. Wheels 
were attached to the altar so that it could be rolled down 
in front of the screen.

New media help focus worship experience

Jan Sivertsen, minister of music at St. Michael’s, Wayne, 
and her husband, Paul, a sound engineer, are an integral 
part of the church’s worship services. She plays piano, or-
gan and keyboard, while directing the Worship Team, and 
Paul plays drums. Outside the church, Jan teaches music in 
public schools and Paul runs a video and sound business, 
Rave Review.  

The Rev. Phillip Wilson, rector at Redeemer, Morristown, 
models the church’s Creation Season vestments. Above, a 
special altar frontal highlights the creation theme.

See “New Media,” page 8



SEPTEMBER �008 THE VOICE �

By Beth Batastini

One Sunday evening each month, an enthusiastic group 
gathers at Church of the Messiah, Chester, for a Taizé prayer 
service.

The service marks a rebirth of a tradition David and 
Phyllis Hystand started at the church after returning from 
a 1994 pilgrimage to Taizé, France, with the Rev. Charles 
Rice. They later began Taizé services in Hackettstown when 
they began attending St. James’ there.

Meanwhile, Chester chorister Katherine Scarano 
dreamed of restarting the services at Messiah. The dream 
came to fruition with the support of the church’s new rec-
tor, the Rev. Margaret Otterburn, and a connection to Pat 
MacKenzie of Church of the Saviour, Denville.

Bell choir members Scarano, Jim Henkel, Allie O’Neill 
and Sue Underwood took the lead in offering the services, 
which are open to the community. “The sign out front invites 
everyone,” Henkel noted.

The musicians plan to change the service’s songs sea-
sonally and use piano and bells to guide the singing. 

Taizé is an international, ecumenical community where 
more than 100 Protestant and Catholic brothers from 30 na-
tions live together as a sign of reconciliation between divided 
Christians and separated peoples. Thousands of people visit 
Taizé each week, attending services said and sung in the 
languages of the pilgrims. Visiting musicians are invited to 
join with the choir. Back home, pilgrims often reproduce 
the setting of candles, icons, silence and song. 

Taizé songs are meditative in nature and intent, the 
community’s website explains. “Singing is one of the most 
essential elements of worship. Short songs, repeated again 
and again, give it a meditative character. Using just a few 

words, they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped 
by the mind. As the words are sung over many times, this 
reality gradually penentrates the whole being. Meditative 
singing thus becomes a way of listening to God.”

Members of the Diocese of Newark have reproduced 
Taizé prayer services for at least 20 years. Taizé chants 
often are heard during regular services, before a baptism 
or during Communion, and even at conventions. Often a 
group starts a separate Taizé service with prayer, song and 
meditative silence.

Once Messiah committed to restarting a regular service 
of Taizé chants, MacKenzie and Kathy Coffey of Church 
of the Atonement, Fair Lawn, jumped in to help. They, 
MacKenzie’s husband Doug of Church of the Saviour and 
the Rev. Kevin Coffey and Mary Beth King of Atonement 
had devised a ministry that they offered through Interweave’s 
Companions on the Spiritual Journey in which they led a 
startup for a Taizé prayer service at any church in Northern 
New Jersey, Pat MacKenzie explained. They supply:

• a musician for the first service;
•  expertise to train the church’s own musicians and singers 

in Taizé chant;
•  printed copies of an order of service, including music 

and words;
•  the use of their copyright from the Brothers of Taizé for 

the service;
•  an altar setup to borrow, complete with candles and icons; 

and
•  their voices to join in this way of prayer, whenever they 

are available.
For her, the ministry was “self-serving,” MacKenzie 

said. She had found that chanting had become a “mainstay 
of prayer” for her and her husband.

For three or four years after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, they could find Taizé prayer services every week 
and sometimes more often, she said. Today, fewer churches 
in the diocese offer these services, she said. Those that do 
include:
•  Atonement, Fair Lawn, 7 p.m. the third Sunday of each 

month and weekly during Advent and Lent;
•  Messiah, the fourth Sunday of each month; and 
•  Church of the Atonement, Tenafly, 7 p.m. on the second 

Sunday of the month.
Methodist and Presbyterian churches and Craig Chapel at 

Drew University in Madison also offer Taizé services. Times 
and locations can be found at www.taizeprayersnj.org.

Beth Batistini attends Christ Church, Newton.
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By Anne Agostin

From incorporating liturgical dance 
to celebrating “Pizza Compline,” churches 
across the diocese are developing services 
specifically for their youngest members. 
They aim to give children a true sense of 
belonging to God and the church, and of 
ownership in their development as Chris-
tians. Judging from the passion and joy with 
which the clergy and laity involved describe 
them, these services also are life-giving to 
the congregations as a whole.

“Our goal is to make church accessible 
to young children,” says the Rev. Bernie 
Poppe, rector of St. George’s, Maplewood, 
which holds a monthly Sunday-morning 
family service. “Kids have a language of 
movement, inquiry, humor and a sense of 
mystery. This service tries to use that lan-
guage to communicate God’s love.”

Children are the church’s present as well 
as its future, says the Rev. Sandye Wilson, 
rector of St. Andrew and Holy Communion, 
South Orange. Her message to them is: “God 
is not waiting for you to grow up and sit still 
in church to be active in your life … God 
welcomes you as you are.”

By engaging them actively in worship, 
she says, “children know this place to be 
their own.” 

Typically shorter than traditional litur-
gies, child-oriented services employ the 
youngsters as very active participants. St. 
George’s instituted its family service about 
three years ago, inspired by the success of 
special children’s services for Christmas, 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday and by 
the fact that parents of young children were 
finding it difficult to attend the traditional 
service and often staying home, says Poppe, 
a former fifth-grade teacher.

The 45-minute service includes chil-
dren’s music played by a small band of 
guitarists, readings from a children’s Bible, 
prayers written for the children and a sermon 
during which the children sit on the floor up 
front. Children receive the Eucharist after 
hearing the story of the Last Supper, the 

Lord’s Prayer and instruction on liturgical 
etiquette. Approximately 30 people attend in 
the summer and about 90 during the school 
year, including many visitors. 

St. Peter’s, Essex Fells, holds an abbrevi-
ated family service every Sunday morning. 
“Casual and joyous,” the service was inspired 
by a similar liturgy at All Saints’, Hoboken 
and the observation that families were not 
bringing their young children to church, says 
the Rev. Stephanie Wethered, rector.

The service uses only one Scripture 
reading, the Gospel. Children set the table 
and serve the “family dinner,” as they call 
the Eucharist. The songs encourage wor-
shipers to sing using their whole bodies 
to the accompaniment of drums and other 
instruments and often employ a call-and-
chant-back format to avoid the need for paper 
music. The service concludes with everyone 
jumping up and down three times while yell-
ing, “Thank you, God!”

Launched two years ago with one fam-
ily, the service now attracts 15 to 17 families, 
Wethered says. She attributes its success to 
the “sincerity of the worship experience” 
and to her conviction that “children do not 
belong in child care Sunday morning. They 
belong in church.”

St. Andrew and Holy Communion in-
stituted two services designed for children. 
At the year-old “Small Fry Family Service” 
each Sunday morning, children serve as 
ushers and alms collectors. Worshipers sing 
familiar songs to piano accompaniment. This 
service has garnered a particularly large fol-
lowing among fathers with small children, 
and approximately 75 parishioners attend 
each week, Wilson says.

Once a month, the children lead a morn-
ing Eucharist for a congregation of 175 to 
200. Children serve as greeters, ushers, 
servers, choristers, readers and sometimes 
preachers. Liturgical sacred dancers, ranging 
in age from 6 to 80, also regularly perform 
during services. “St. Andrew and Holy 
Communion is deeply committed to the idea 
that faith is much more caught than taught,” 
says Wilson.

Children choose adults from the con-
gregation as  mentors while they prepare 
for confirmation. These relationships often 
develop years before, and last long after, 
confirmation day. “This encourages inter-
generational liturgical and spiritual experi-
ences so that the children discover heroes 
and ‘she-roes’ among the adults, and the 
adults discover heroes and she-roes among 
the children as well.” Wilson says. 

She attributes the success of the child-
centered worship to the community’s taking 
responsibility for the nurture and care of the 
children’s souls and to parents wanting to 
be where their children’s talents and faith 
are lifted up. 

About 17 years ago, Grace Church, 
Madison, began a different sort of children’s 
service.  Choir Director Anne Matlack and 
lay leader Karen Murphy created a half-hour 
“Pizza Compline,” incorporating easy hymns 
and seasonal canticles to replace the Psalms. 

An interactive homily replaces the traditional 
Compline reading, and children’s prayers 
accompany the traditional collects.

“The children have a real sense of own-
ership in the service,” says the Rev. Tom 
Murphy, the curate who leads the service. 
Ranging from babies to 10-year-olds, the 
children sit with their parents in the choir 
stalls and do everything from lighting the 
candle, ringing the tower bell and playing 
the offertory to acting as cantor.

The service follows a make-your-own-
pizza supper and an outreach project such as 
packing lunches for a soup kitchen or design-
ing cards for house-bound parishioners.

That pre-service fellowship helps make 
the service a success, letting families connect 
with each other, says Christian Formation 
Coordinator Mary Lea Crawley. It’s espe-
cially nice for working parents who cannot 
attend daytime events, she says. 

It is amazing what the children bring up 
given the safe, accessible environment the 
service creates, she notes. “Kids are con-
stantly asking big existential questions.” 

Anne Agostin attends St. Peter’s, 
Morristown.

Child-powered services attract young worshipers

Gianna Green investigates a sheep who vis-
ited St. Andrew and Holy Communion to help 
children better understand a Bible story.

From left, Jim Henkel, Katherine Scarano and Allie O’Neill 
help lead Taizé services at Messiah, Chester.

The glory of chants encounters

During 2008, The Voice is highlighting 
ministries of the Gates of Hope. This 
issue focuses on the Gate of Worship.

Nina Nicholson photo

The Rev. Bernie Poppe explains the meaning 
of the Eucharist to children at St. George’s, 
Maplewood.
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By Denise Haines

How often we have found a new dimen-
sion in the world of sound, as worship moved 
us to a more profound alleluia. (Hymn 420)

The Rev. Bernie Poppe, rector of St. 
George’s, Maplewood, agrees with the sen-
timents of the 16th-century hymn. “People 
speak many languages, and music is one that 
speaks where words do not.”

At St. George’s principle service, the 
choir and organ may follow what Poppe 
calls “cathedral music,” using the classical 
Anglican repertoire including chant and the 
1982 Hymnal. The more informal family 
service, however, features members playing 
various instruments.

“It is extremely important that the nu-
merous instrumentalists and singers in the 
congregation be able to share their gifts in the 
medium they feel most comfortable,” says 
Poppe, himself a guitarist. That includes a 
jazz Evensong for trumpet composed by a 
congregant.

Other congregations across the diocese 
explore “the world of sound” in other ways.

The Rev. Laurie Wurm, rector of St. 
John’s, Boonton, has a smaller congregation 

with fewer resources.  St. John’s uses simple 
hymns, so the congregation can sing “with 
gusto,” she says.

Like Poppe, she has identified members 
with musical gifts. One shy young man, 
who has difficulty speaking publicly, plays 
his horn with confidence. Another plays the 
recorder. A 9-year-old is a frequent solo 
vocalist.

“Music is a window into ministry for 
people who might not have another way into 
the church,” Wurm says. “We learn who God 
is through singing.” 

St. Michael’s, Wayne, takes the com-
mitment to congregational participation in 
worship music even further.  Over the last 
19 years, the Rev. Ellen Donnelly and her 
co-rector husband, John, have implemented a 
consistent vision for music in what she calls 
“blended worship – eclectic with purpose.”  

The choir is called the Worship Team, 
signaling its importance in worship. The 
repertoire features hymns, praise music 
and contemporary anthems accompanied 
by organ – and sometimes piano, drums, 
synthesizer and guitars. This may be the only 
congregation in the diocese with a sound 
engineer on staff. 

All music as well as spoken parts of the 
service are projected on a large screen. This 
worship style has attracted new younger 
members, people not steeped in the Episco-
pal tradition and the elderly, who appreciate 
the easy-to-read screen and sound amplifi-
cation that lets them hear everything, Ellen 
Donnelly says.

At the opposite end of the worship-mu-
sic continuum are churches with multiple 
choirs, paid soloists, performance-quality 
organists and a separate concert schedule. St. 
Peter’s, Morristown, has one of the largest 
programs of this genre.

“Most people at St. Peter’s think of 
music as integral to worship – not extra, not 
entertainment,” says Brian Harlow, organist 
and choirmaster for 18 months.

St. Peter’s longstanding musical tradition 
includes the Men and Boys Choir, begun in 
1890, the Girls Choir, started in the 1930s, and 
mixed-voice adult choirs. Since his arrival, 
Harlow has given each mixed voice choir a 
musical identity. Besides the traditional adult 
choir, one sings American music and another 
focuses on early music. Altogether about 60 
choristers participate, with many singing in 
more than one choir. On average, each choir 
sings twice a month.  

At Christ Church, East Orange, 

“Christmas doesn’t begin until the choir’s 
annual performance of The Messiah with 
full orchestra,” says Rector Bill Guthrie. The 
choirmaster, founder of the Essex Chorale, 
has attracted members to the 50-singer choir.  
He balances classical music with the music 
of the black-church tradition. During the 
summer, all hymns are from Lift Every Voice 
and Sing, the Episcopal Church’s African-
American hymnal.

“Lift Every Voice really speaks to the 
ethics, history and culture of our people 
in a way that the 1982 Hymnal does not,” 
Guthrie says.

The Rev. Mark Waldon, rector of Christ 
Church, Totowa, also uses Lift Every Voice, 
though his congregation is white. Beyond 
spirituals, this hymnal contains hymns such 
as The Old Rugged Cross and What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus. After his congregation got 
used to singing from it, Waldon says, “I felt 
the energy shift down from heads to hearts 
and guts.”

Now one out of every five hymns is 
from Lift Every Voice. A widow liked them 
so much she filled the pew racks as a memo-
rial for her husband.  

At Calvary, Summit, Organist and 
Choirmaster Jim Little directs a music pro-
gram similar to St. Peter’s, though smaller 
and with fewer choirs. Not all service music 
is meant to be accompanied by organ, he 
notes. Spirituals, folk hymns like Wondrous 
Love and plainsong are better sung a cap-
pella. At Calvary, the choir usually sings the 
psalm alone. “Only a trained choir can chant 
well,” Little says.

The Sisters of St. John Baptist, Mend-
ham, would echo that. They sing Matins 
every weekday morning at 7:30. Visitors are 
welcome, but the leaflet cautions them to lis-
ten awhile before joining in. The community 
chants with a particular cadence punctuated 
by pauses. Newcomers easily can trip over 
their tongues.

The varieties of music in the diocese’s 
congregations are many, but all are sacred.  
Let every instrument be tuned for praise! 
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!  
And may God give us faith to sing always.  
Alleluia. (Hymn 420)

The Rev. Denise G. Haines attends 
Calvary, Summit.

GATES OF HOPE

Singing God’s praises with multiple musical styles

Paul Hausman photo

Jazz musicians and the St. Peter’s choirs 
joined for a jazz cabaret at the Morristown 
church in February. 

By Marie Panton

The dress is super-casual: T-shirts, 
jeans, shorts or capris. They sing songs 
like Open the Eyes of My Heart by Paul 
Baloche and Go Make a Difference by Steve 
Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek. Some sway 
to the rhythm, some dance. Someone reads 
the Gospel; some share personal stories. 
Usually, there is Communion. 

On a Sunday evening – usually the first 
Sunday of each month – worshippers gather 
at St. David’s, Kinnelon, to participate in 
what St. David’s leaders call a contemporary 
praise service. The service is an ongoing 
strategy of growth initiatives.

“This is funded in part by a diocesan 
grant, with motivation coming from the will-
ingness of others to offer their musical talents 
to put a band together as the centerpiece,” 
says the Rev. David DeSmith, rector. “All are 
welcome, but we want this service to draw 
the younger people to church.”

With average Sunday attendance at 80 
congregants in the 154-member church, 
Jayne Verdonik, missioner for youth and 
family ministries, reflects on the importance 
of bringing young people into the church.

“They are God’s sons and daughters 
and are a huge part of our community,” 
says Verdonik. “They are sometimes going 
through so many difficult and life-changing 

decisions in this life stage, and they need to 
have the backing of their community along 
with making these decisions prayerfully.

“Our new contemporary service is de-
signed to be youth- and young-adult-friendly. 
It has a more upbeat, modern selection of 
Christian rock music that is fun to sing,” 
she says.

The service began in June and runs for 50 
minutes. Six musicians provide the music, and 
refreshments are served after the service.

“We have almost doubled in size from 
18 at the first service to 31 in July,” says 
DeSmith. “The vast majority of worshippers 
are members, but we have had approximately 
six new people show up.” 

Steve Kent arrived looking for a church 
that wanted to start a praise service. “I was 
lucky,” he says. “I sing in the band … I have 
been in two praise bands, and it’s a type of 
service that I really enjoy because this type of 
service lends itself to upbeat, sing-out-loud 
joy and passion for God.”

Christina Verdonik, another band mem-
ber, says she enjoys sharing a different and 
joyful way to praise God.

“We’ve made the service more current 
for today’s thoughts and problems,” she 
says. “We try to show the people attending 
that God is something that is still applicable 
in 2008.”

According to DeSmith, this is an experi-
ment that will take them to the close 
of 2008. “We hope to attract at least 
30 new members to St. David’s,” says 
DeSmith. “At the end of the seven 
months, we will see how we are doing 
and then figure out what to do next.”

In the meantime, he hopes to 
continue sharing the good news of 
God’s inclusive and empowering 
love.

“We hope that through wor-
ship people will come to realize the 
powerful life-giving love that is God 
and be able to relate it and share it 
in their everyday lives by making 
a positive difference in the world,” 
says DeSmith. 

Marie Panton is the former 
Faithworks editor of Episcopal Life.  

Kinnelon church launches
contemporary praise service

Depending on the availability of musi-
cians, the music may include voices and an 
orchestra with cello, violins, tympani and 
exotic percussion effects, along with a grand 
piano, all individually miked and connected 
to a sound-mixing panel. The highlight of the 
service one recent Sunday was a five-minute 
jazz improvisation on the tune of the Com-
munion hymn Picardy between second and 
third verses of the hymn. 

A volunteer staff of electronic wizards 
meets on Saturday and again an hour before the 
Sunday service to prepare. All of the computer 
files are archived, and some videos of special 
services (such as the U2charist, a celebratory 
Eucharist with a chorus of singers replicating 
songs by the rock group U2) are available for 
viewing on the church’s website. 

Three other churches in the diocese have 
begun to experiment with using projectors 
in services. 

The Church of the Saviour in Denville 
started in February to use an LCD projector 
operated by a laptop (running Powerpoint) 
and a DVD. The equipment is used only 
when it is needed to augment a sermon.

“The Sunday after Easter, we showed 

a DVD version of the story of Doubting 
Thomas as the Gospel in the service. Another 
time, we had a guest sermon by a represen-
tative of the Interfaith Homeless Network, 
who made a Powerpoint presentation about 
their work,” said the rector, the Rev. Beverly 
Huck. “We also cut a few minutes off the 
total length of the service by showing an-
nouncements scrolling on the screen when 
people are gathering for church. This fall, we 
plan to have the teens prepare a Powerpoint 
of the entire church service.” 

At Christ Church in Budd Lake, the 
Rev. Darlene Tittle uses a projector and 
screen to show hymn words and to encourage 
congregational singing at every service, said 
parishioner Paula Ackley. Christ Church also 
uses the projector to delineate sections of the 
“All God’s Children” service held biweekly 
for special-needs children. 

For the past five years, Trinity Church 
in Kearny has held a monthly contemporary 
service using a projector and contemporary 
recorded music.

“This service is more popular with 
younger parishioners,” said Senior Warden 
Carol Stec. “Still, you’d be surprised how 
many older people like coming to it, myself 
included.”

Jabez Van Cleef attends Grace, Madison. 

New Media
Continued from page 6

St. David’s, Kinnelon, recently launched a contem-
porary praise service.
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By William Zander

Textbooks say the great poet T.S. Eliot 
converted to “Anglo-Catholicism” soon 
after his masterpiece The Wasteland was 
published. But what does the term mean?

Several churches within the Diocese 
of Newark today identify themselves as 
Anglo-Catholic parishes. The Rev. Wil-
liam Thiele, priest-in-charge at St. John’s, 
Passaic, describes Anglo-Catholicism as a 
profound connection.

“In general, today we speak of Anglo-
Catholics as Anglicans who at the core of 
their faith have the preaching of the Word 
and the celebration of the sacraments as 
expressed in the rich liturgy of the Western 
church: the use of chant, vestments, incense, 
sanctus bells, etc., which speak to their 
senses and enable their spirits,” he says. 
“Inspired by this faith, they go forth to serve 
their communities and the world.”

Bishop Mark Beckwith asks the dio-
cese in his Vision and Values initiative to 
consider “how best to use space, music, 
silence, language and movement in the 
context of worship – for the soul’s health 
and transformation.”

So is that it?  A formal liturgy acted out 
“for the soul’s health”?

“For Anglo-Catholics, worship and sac-
ramental life is not creative self-expression 
about God,” says the Rev. Robert Rhodes, 
rector at Grace, Westwood. “Liturgy is not 
an audio-visual aid to understanding or 
inspirational feelings. In worship, in the 
liturgy, Christ is truly present and active, 
giving himself to the world, as an offering 
to the Father, through the Holy Spirit. We 
participate in worship by virtue of our be-
ing baptized into Christ’s self-offering and 
giving our lives over to the ongoing work 
of being reshaped by the Holy Spirit into 
the shape of Christ’s life of self-offering 
in prayer, devotions and the sacraments, 
especially in the Holy Eucharist.”

He and other diocesan Anglo-Catholic 
clergy say Anglicanism (and its American 
cousin, Episcopalianism) is not a Protestant 
denomination.

“The Anglo-Catholic movement came 
about in a time of spiritual laxity,” says the 
Rev. J. Carr Holland, rector of Grace, New-
ark. “It reaffirmed the Anglican Church’s 
identity as being part of the ‘one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic church’ and its wor-
ship as sacramental. Authority for what we 
believe and hold core lies in the continuity 
with catholic practice through time, giving 
prime consideration to the first millennium of 
Christian practice and its development.”

Given its grounding in the earliest 
Christian traditions, Anglo-Catholicism has 
a reputation of being very “conservative.”  
Can a church be formal and traditional in 
its ritual, yet “liberal” – meaning open to 
change – in its theological values?

The Rev. Brian H. Laffler, rector of St. 
Anthony of Padua in Hackensack, says no. 
He opposes, for example, the “deconstruc-
tion” of ancient rules such as that of an 
all-male priesthood. His parish belongs to 
Forward in Faith, which opposes women’s 
ordination.

“We have dissented from the diocese 
on many of its innovations,” he says, “and 
are now, with diocesan approval, under the 
pastoral care of the retired suffragan bishop 
of South Carolina.”

Holland, however, welcomes women as 
priests.  Aided by the Sisters of St. Margaret, 
he says, Grace long has served the “eco-
nomically fragile in our neighborhood.”

“Twenty years ago, the first Sister of St. 
Margaret’s was ordained a priest,” he says. 
“We embraced her at our altar and have 
embraced women’s ordination since.”

All four priests agree Anglo-Catholi-
cism is not just about ritual and incense, 
but rather, in obedience to Christ, serving 
the poor and afflicted. Modern Anglo-Ca-
tholicism began with the Oxford movement 
in Victorian England, which, among other 
things, decried the disregard of the poor 
workers who made the mine and mill own-
ers wealthy.  Christians should be inspired 
to “serve their communities and the world,” 
Thiele says.

Rhodes goes further. Christians are 
transformed, he says, in “the variety of ways 

that we bear what Christ has given us in 
worship, in the sacraments, namely his very 
life, out into the world, in care for the poor, 
the sick and those pushed to the margins of 
society as a sign of God’s reconciling work 
in Christ.” 

Holland finds that “to be Anglo-Catho-
lic is to know that Christ strengthens us to 
act justly and with compassion toward those 
about us or in need.” At Grace, Newark, this 
is manifested in pastoral care, a daily feed-
ing program, nurturing youth in fragile fami-
lies, monetary assistance and “classlessness 
in our common life and worship.”

On July 31, the Bergen Record showed 
pictures of Laffler coaching soccer. The 
accompanying article described his involve-
ment in the community: chatting in Spanish 
with people he meets on the street, keeping 
tabs on drunks and drug users, holding 
meetings of a neighborhood watch group 
and running a soccer program for Hacken-
sack boys.

“My main concern is outreach to the 
families in our parish,” Laffler says.  

William Zander attends Christ Church, 
Newton.

Anglo-Catholic parishes steeped in sacrament, service

By Marie Panton
“Liturgy” means the “work of the 

people,” inviting the eternal reality of Jesus 
Christ into our common life, so that we may 
be strengthened to do the work God has 
given us to do.

The diocesan Commission on Liturgy 
and Music is a group of individuals – lay 
and ordained – who serve with Bishop Mark 
Beckwith and the diocesan staff to support a 
common liturgical life in the diocese.

“The commission acts as a resource 
for questions about liturgy and works to 
enable the ministry of liturgy throughout the 
diocese,” says the Rev. Diane Rhodes, chair 
for the last 16 months. 

Many people across the diocese value 
the richness and diversity that is possible 
in liturgy and function as liturgists in their 
churches and related ministries, says 
Rhodes. “Our function as a commission is 
to help individuals and groups live into their 
calling as liturgists.”

Liturgical experiences created by the 
commission include:
•  Planning Evensongs at the cathedral.
•  Creating the overall plan for the series of 

confirmation liturgies, including ones held 
at the cathedral last spring for the districts 
of the diocese. Each district personalized 
its particular liturgy through its minister 
of ceremonies and through the planning 
work of the congregations within the 
district. The roles of readers and servers 
were filled by members of the particular 
district, providing a personal expression 
of that district’s life.

•  Working with the bishop to craft the litur-
gies for Diocesan Convention.

“All of these things contribute to the 
fullness of the liturgical experience,” says 
Rhodes.

In 2007, Beckwith renewed the com-
mission, which is expected to add to its 16 
members this year.

“They are about the important work of 

designing creative worship,” Beckwith says, 
“and at the same time providing norms and 
guidelines for our various diocesan liturgical 
services that enable those gathered to best 
enter into the full mystery of Christ.”

The commission represents “as much 
as possible the diversity of the diocese,” 
says Rhodes: “lay and ordained persons 
from a variety of parishes – urban as well as 
suburban – as well as districts with liturgical 
experience in different areas such as music, 
media and liturgical expression.”  

Lay leader Kitty Kawecki has been a 
member since 2006. She supports the pro-
duction of the service bulletins. Kawecki 
enjoys the fellowship of the group and the 
ministry of the commission, she says, be-
cause “I believe good liturgy is an important 
part of worship.  

“I like being able to provide liturgical 
experiences and resources to help others ex-
perience quality liturgy that may be different 
from their regular Sunday tradition.”

The Rev. Audrey Hasselbrook, whose 
expertise is in music, has been a member 
for three years.  

The commission ministry is very re-
warding, she says. “You become more aware 
of the various ways that congregations wor-
ship and can draw from their experiences to 
integrate into worship as a diocese.”  

Rhodes says she hopes that the com-
mission will continue to be a resource in a 
growing number of areas. “We are hoping 
to have an online resource for people to ask 
questions and to share their own knowledge 
about liturgy with others.”

Anyone interested in the liturgical life 
of his or her church can become involved by 
speaking to the rector, vicar or music direc-
tor. Individuals also can work within their 
districts to create liturgical opportunities.  

For more information about the 
diocesan commission, contact Rhodes 
at rhodesdiane@msn.com or 201-768-
0819.

Enhancing diocesan worship

By Jabez Van Cleef

At St. Michael’s in Wayne, a 
“prayer team” gathers at the altar 
rail at the end of each 10 a.m. Sun-
day service to embody a healing 
ministry for parishioners or visitors 
who feel that they bear the burden 
of an illness or other need.  

The team is led by the Rev. 
Fred Duncanson, M.D., a physi-
cian in clinical research. “Father Fred” is a 
member of the Order of St. Luke Healing 
Ministries of North Jersey, which is part of 
The International Order of St. Luke the Phy-
sician, an organization of 7500 laity, clergy 
and medical professionals in North America. 
Members share a belief that Christian heal-
ing and competent medical practices are not 
averse, but complementary to each other. 

Duncanson traces the origin of his 
interest in spiritual healing to his university 
and medical school days, when he spent a 
significant period of time simultaneously 
studying medicine and religion. During 
this time, he reports, he noticed how many 
patients experienced spontaneous remission 
of symptoms, and how often the recovery of 
such patients corresponded with the active 

intervention of individuals and 
groups of people who came to the 
hospital to pray for them.  

After his ordination, he found 
a special calling in the healing 
ministry. “My experience with the 
prayer team, here at St. Michael’s, 
has vindicated both my scientific 
interest in spiritual healing and 
my spiritual intention as a healer,” 
he says.  

“Father Fred” has aroused interest in 
spiritual healing elsewhere in the diocese.  
On April 5, he led a workshop in the basics of 
healing prayer attended by about 40 people.  
They learned about being open, receptive 
and available to the Holy Spirit, allowing 
themselves to be “conductors” of the Holy 
Spirit’s healing power. 

Duncanson says he hopes to continue his 
teachings, going into more depth in specific 
areas, every three months or so depending 
upon interest and availability. 

St. Michael’s will host a workshop, Only 
Believe – A Teaching on How Jesus Healed, 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Sept. 13. To register, 
call 973-694-1026, ext. 12, by Sept. 11.

Jabez Van Cleef attends Grace, Madison.

Healing ministry brings 
comfort to Wayne parishioners

The Rev. Fred 
Duncanson  

St. Peter's Choir of Men & Boys 

 now enrolling for Fall 2008 

Open to all boys in grades 3-8; no religious affiliation required 
 

   JOIN in a unique experience! 
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 EARN a stipend! 
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Morristown, NJ. 973.538.0555 x18 or bharlow@stpetersmorristown.org. 
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Seven adults and youth from Mes-
siah, Chester, participated in a Center for 
Student Missions trip to Philadelphia in 
July. Here, three participants reflect on their 
experiences.

I have wanted to participate in a mission 
trip for some time and was glad to have to 
opportunity to go to Philadelphia, a city I am 
vaguely familiar with. The experience was 
eye-opening, educational, thought-provok-
ing and inspiring, and I encourage all who 
read this to take the opportunity when it 
arises. I will guarantee you will never look 
on the homeless the same afterwards.

The variety of service providers for 
the homeless offered to us during our week 
ranged from a church-sponsored day camp 
and a residential facility for nonambulatory 
adults disabled from spinal injuries, MS or 
cerebral palsy to a family-run soup kitchen 
serving upwards of 50 people two meals 
a day and offering free household goods 
and clothing distribution as well as a well-
organized, corporate-sponsored, hot-meal 
distribution site feeding the soul with spirited 
prayer and song and a full hot meal served 
to 270-plus homeless persons.

We also sorted, boxed and stacked food-
pantry stock for the area service providers 
to access for their various soup kitchens or 
shelter needs. We scrubbed, cleaned and 
organized rooms and closets for shelter resi-
dents. The final service provider we served at 
I found especially inspiring, Ray of Hope.

Ray was once a prosperous drug dealer 

until he was incarcerated for 12 years. Af-
ter serving his sentence, he turned his life 
around and focused his attention and hustling 
skills on serving his community by hiring 
ex-cons and training them to rehabilitate 
the homes of senior citizens or low-income 
homeowners who fit particular criteria.

This gave the ex-cons skills and work 
experience so they could secure employment 
and become self-supporting. This also, of 
course, benefited the elderly and low-income 
homeowners who needed but could not af-
ford repairs to their homes. They were then 
able to remain in their homes and not become 

additional statistics to the homeless rolls. 
Ray forged contacts with corporate 

sponsors and community representatives 
who now provide both additional volunteer 
labor and the supplies needed to refurbish 
the sites. Again, it’s a win-win situation that 
serves the community and population with 
vocational training, community improve-
ment and pride.

He also has used these volunteers to im-
prove recreational sites by building baseball 
fields, basketball courts and playgrounds for 
the neighborhood children to have a safe and 
attractive place to play and exercise. Each 
October, he joins forces with another city or-
ganization to send volunteer workers to area 
schools, where they clean, paint and repair 
the buildings to make them an attractive and 
safe environment for children to learn in. 

I found the premise of teaching skills 
that help the unemployed become market-
able and therefore able to support themselves 
and their families, plus having those who 
have abused their communities serve those in 
most need, very appealing. It gave me hope 
and encouragement that this is the way to 
make a difference.

— Sue Underwood

Day two, July 21, 2008
After our group spent the morning with 

the kids at Harold O. Davis Summer Camp 
and the afternoon at the Salvation Army 
women’s crisis center, we headed over to a 
soup kitchen called Chosen 300. We arrived at 
5:45 p.m. and were given a quick overview of 
what we would be doing the next two hours.

After the overview, our group and about 
25 other volunteers began setting the tables 
up for dinner. Margaret [Otterburn, our rec-
tor] and Jackie [Millard] stood at the door 
and greeted everyone as they came into the 
hall. This was special, since Jackie is blind. 
Everyone who walked in the door, once they 
figured out Jackie was blind, all shook her 
hand and thanked her for being there and for 
volunteering.

The first seating was for about 
160 needy folks. Once they were 
seated, a local Baptist church had 
a service (we sang a few songs as 
well), and the preacher called a few 
folks on stage to see what they did 
that day. Out of the four that were 
called on stage, two have jobs and 
just found more permanent sleep-
ing arrangements. One other found 
a job that day, and the other is still 
seeking employment but did have 
a place to stay that night.

After the service, we had a 
prayer, and then dinner was served. 
In the front of the hall, we formed 

an assembly line to make the plates of food. 
Other volunteers brought the plates and 
served the men and women seated.

We started from the front of the hall and 
worked our way to the back. … Once the first 
table of 16 in the front was done with their 
food, they got up and left. Within a flash, 
we cleaned the table, reset it, and another 16 
came down the hall and sat down.

This continued one table after another; 
in total, we served 370 plates of food. Once 
everyone was served and we were com-
pletely out of food, the hall emptied. We 
cleaned up and left.  

The Chosen 300 serves dinner three 
times a week. They also serve meals on 
Saturday by the highway near the hall. Our 
group was so impressed by how organized 
this soup kitchen was and how touched we 
were on how thankful all that came were to 
us. Scott, who runs this kitchen, is such an 
inspiration! 

— Jim Henkel

I was excited to greet the guests coming 
to Chosen 300 for a meal!  Scott’s words 
had been so inspiring … telling us to treat 
everyone like they were a guest coming to 
our home. We should thank them for com-
ing. He said, “How terrible it would be if 
we cooked all this food, and no one came.” 
Additionally, I’m visually impaired, and I 
did not think I could perform many of the 
other tasks.

It was such a privilege to shake all those 
hands, some old, some young. Some felt 
cool, which was surprising, but most felt hot, 
their bodies giving off the heat of the 95 
degree heat they had been standing in.

The hands I noticed most were the cal-
lused ones. Calluses upon calluses, from 
years of hard work. I think people who say 
that the homeless or poor are just lazy need to 
shake these hands. Nothing but years of hard 
work could have created those hands.

— Jackie Millard
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Volunteers find meaning in helping the needy

Judy Kilgore photo

A mission volunteer helps a youngster with crafts at 
Vacation Bible School.

Judy Kilgore photo

A Messiah, Chester, youth helps with food 
preparation during the mission trip to 
Philadelphia.

The Jersey City Episcopal 
Community Development Corpo-
ration and the Church of the Incar-
nation, neighbors in Jersey City’s 
Bergen Hill section, celebrated 
the opening of a joint venture to 
aid the homeless on July 16. 

The Hudson CASA Recov-
ery Support Project targets people 
who are homeless, at risk of con-
tact with HIV and other serious 
illnesses, and typically reluctant 
to access medical and social ser-
vices in traditional settings. It will 
use a drop-in model and “harm 
reduction” methodology—pri-
oritizing working with participants “where 
they are” and supporting their efforts to 
make small but achievable positive changes 
in their behavior.  

Jersey City and Hudson County have 
ranked at the top of the nation in HIV infec-
tion rates, and preventing such infections is 
a primary focus of the new program.

The drop-in model emphasizes the 
freedom for guests to enter and participate 
when they are ready. It takes into account the 
circumstances under which clients live and 

their readiness to consider setting goals and 
working toward changing behaviors.

Operating two afternoons a week on 
the church premises, the center will offer a 
welcoming environment to clients, many of 
whom will be referred by homeless shelters 
and HIV/AIDS-treatment programs. Partici-
pants will have opportunities to share their 
stories and concerns.  

Center staff will work to build partici-
pants’ trust, assess their social-services needs 
and facilitate their access to services. Clients 
also will receive HIV/AIDS-prevention and 
risk-assessment materials.

The New Jersey AIDS Partnership 
provided initial funding for the project. 
Diocesan congregations and individuals 
are invited to get involved. They may, for 
example, “adopt” the shelter for a period of 
time, sending volunteers to provide meals 
and snacks or to interact with center guests, 
or providing donations of money, food or 
supplies.

For more information, contact Susan 
Milan, director of the Division of So-
cial Services and Supportive Housing at 
the CDC, at 201-604-2600, ext. 310, or  
smilan@jcecdc.org.

The Rev. Joseph Harmon, standing at left, and Michael 
Bacon, standing at right, welcome the attendees at the 
recent Provider Open House for the Hudson CASA 
Recovery Support Project in Jersey City.

Jersey City neighbors  
join to serve homeless

IT IS ALL ABOUT STEWARDSHIP
Keynote speaker will be  

The Rev. James Burns, Rector,  
Church of the Heavenly Rest, NY
St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church

169 Fairmount Avenue, Ridgewood, New Jersey
For more information and a brochure, contact

Kitty Kawecki 973-430-9902
kkawecki@dioceseofnewark.org

Celebrating Creative 
Congregations 

Mini-Event
Save the date…

Sat, Sept. 27, 2008
8:45 am – 2 pm

 Celebrating Creative Congregations Mini-Event 
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                                        IT IS ALL ABOUT STEWARDSHIP 
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Rector, Church of the Heavenly Rest, NY 
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Ridgewood, New Jersey 
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ME3
Mission, Ministry, Money!!!

 “A good approach is going to be us 
working both with suburban and urban 
congregations together,” Jacobs said. He 
is interested in the question: “How can 
we get our congregations to work together 
collaboratively to do ministry rather than 
parochially?”

“Wouldn’t it be great if, for instance, 
three or four congregations could combine 
together to do youth and teen work as opposed 
to each one of them doing their own individual 
program and oftentimes having maybe three 
or four kids?” he asked. “Imagine the synergy 
if you now have 15 or 20 kids.”

“I’m also excited about the areas of min-
istry that [Bishop Mark Beckwith] pointed 
out in his address at Diocesan Convention, 
the so-called Gates of Hope,” he said. 
“That’s always been my model of ministry. 

… Those four areas really resonated with 
me in terms of what our congregations need 
to be about.”

He looks forward to finding ways to 
reach out to groups who traditionally haven’t 
been part of the Episcopal Church. And he 
is excited about a diocesan self-assessment 
initiative for congregations, helping select 
congregations objectively examine their 
ministries, discuss what God is calling them 
to do and work with the diocese to implement 
ministry strategies. 

“The church of the 21st century,” he 
said, “is going to have to be a church that 
is both mutually accountable and mutually 
supportive with the diocese in doing ministry 
and with surrounding congregations.”

“I feel very comfortable being part of the 
team here,” he concluded. “My orientation 
is profoundly collaborative. … I’m glad and 
excited to be a part of Mark’s vision for this dio-
cese, which I think is a really exciting one.”

New Canon
Continued from page 1
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Faith, form and function
Newark Interfaith Coalition for Hope and Peace  
opening opportunities for cooperation
By W. Deen Shareef

How does a community transform 
itself? If the cultural climate threatens the 
peace and productivity necessary for it to 
be secure and thrive, can faith leaders open 
opportunities for neighborhood organiza-
tions, government and private businesses 
to cooperate effectively in reshaping and 
re-forming its character?

The recently established Newark In-
terfaith Coalition for Hope and Peace aims 
to bring together a coalition of witnesses in 
the City of Newark embracing a commonly 
accepted principle held in most faiths that, 
when the life of one individual is saved, 
then the life of a community is saved. This 
coalition seeks to go beyond interfaith 
dialogue and have people of different faiths 
get to know each other and their respective 
faiths by working together to replace harsh 
environments of despair and insecurity with 
flourishing gardens of hope and peace.  Faith 
expressed in righteous forms and real func-
tions rebuilds a sense of social responsibility 
in the souls and surroundings of those who 
live under the threat of “weapons of mass de-
struction” right next door to them every day.

The idea leading to the coalition’s 
founding resulted from a conversation at an 
interfaith gathering where I, as imam of Mas-
jid Waarith ud Deen/Waris Cultural Center 
in Irvington, discussed with the Rev. Robert 
Morris of the Abrahamic Kinship Initiative 
at Interweave in Summit the possibilities of 
an interfaith group being formed to address 
gang violence among youth in the urban 
community.  We later met with Bishop Mark 
Beckwith of the Episcopal Diocese of New-
ark and Salahuddin Bilal, my assistant.

We soon were joined by others, includ-
ing Rabbi Matthew Gewirtz of Temple B’nai 
Jeshurun in Short Hills; the Rev. Kevin Yoho 
of the Presbytery of Newark; Barbara Bell 
Coleman, a member of Trinity & St. Philip’s 
Cathedral in Newark; the Rev. Michael 
Christensen of the United Methodist Church 
Shalom Centers at Drew University, Madi-
son; the Rev. Tanya Bennett, Drew Univer-
sity chaplain; the Rev. Reggie Osborne of the 
Bethel World Outreach Ministry in Newark; 
the Rev. Thomas Reddick of the Renaissance 
Church in Newark; and Dave Kerr, president 
of Integrity House, along with others who 
began reaching into the Newark community 
and the surrounding areas to fulfill the mis-
sion of reducing youth violence.  

The coalition’s efforts were launched in 
an April 2008 event attended by more than 
200 community leaders. Newark Mayor 
Cory A. Booker and Deputy Mayor Ronald 
Salahuddin, several gang members and other 

guest speakers spoke about the conditions 
that give rise to gang-related youth violence 
and some ways community members can 
work to eradicate these threats through edu-
cation and establishing directional support. 
The coalition continues to grow in member-
ship and to strengthen commitment to engage 
in community initiatives focused on eradicat-
ing dehumanizing conditions that give rise 
to ill-formed dispositions that deface the 
natural beauty of the human character and 
threaten the vital social foundations of “life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”  

We will continue to research the concept 
of  “gangs,” why they exist, what purpose they 
serve and who joins them and why. Unfortu-
nately, a full discussion of this is beyond the 

scope of this column; however, the definition 
of gangs, when expanded, can include teams, 
crews, groups or bands of people.

As people of faith it would be wise for 
us to study the history of the prophets and 
messengers of G-d and how they faced the 
challenge of transforming social “gangster” 
mentalities from psychological and behav-
ioral modes of corruption, lust, loneliness, 
filth and social bankruptcy into “faithful 
friends” whose mission evolved into becom-
ing a moral force for righteousness. Their 
primary thrust points to the spiritual mission 
for the coalition, and that is one of remov-
ing the “false deities” that blind, cripple and 
inflict pain and death and re-establishing a 
message and means that reconnect people to 
Reality, Righteousness, Reason and a Reli-
able Path of Life.

This path perhaps defines the coalition’s 
greater challenge and opportunity: to fol-
low its collective heart and mind in order 
to witness the true value of faith and how it 
shapes and forms individuals and commu-
nity organizations enabling them to function 
cooperatively on the basis of a regard for 
trust, knowledge, mercy, kindness, justice 
and excellent character.

Imam W. Deen Shareef of Masjid 
Waarith ud Deen/Waris Cultural Center 
in Irvington is a founding member of the 
Newark Interfaith Coalition for Hope and 
Peace and senior adviser to Newark Mayor 
Cory A. Booker.

THE HOUSE OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

“A Community Within A Community”

With a plan to meet YOUR needs, experience 
the good life with a variety of living options and 
services at this modern, continuing care retirement
community nestled on 15 park-like acres along the
Musconetcong River.

Committed to your care and comfort,
The House of the Good Shepherd is proud of
its long-standing reputation for high standards.

Visit our website for a comprehensive overview of
The House — www.hotgs.org or call 908-684-5900
to schedule a tour.

798 Willow Grove Street, Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-684-5900 \\\ www.hotgs.org

Millie Eppedio,
retired banker.
Formerly from New
York, relocated to
be closer to children
in Basking Ridge.

Bob Peterson, born
in Mt. Arlington,
NJ. Retired
Conductor, New
Jersey Transit.

Beal Moore,
Chief Engineer,
retired. Fellow,
American Society
of Mechanical
Engineers
International.
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Members of the Newark Interfaith Coalition for Peace and Hope addressed the crowd with 
five minutes of prayer at the Bradley Court Day community event the group sponsored.

Dave Kerr photo

A young girl takes a pony ride at the Bradley Court event in July.

and greater acceptance of them.
•  A tightly controlled message by the Lam-

beth communications department, frustrat-
ing journalists, including herself writing 
for EWC’s Ruach newsletter. She spent the 
extra nonreporting time networking with 
other women, including connecting with 
Women and the Church, EWC’s United 
Kingdom equivalent.

She followed with two observations:
•  Those “on the ground” experienced a 

huge disconnect between hearing about 
the Windsor Continuation Group’s report, 
which sounded punitive and harsh, and the 
daily reports of the bishops’ reflections, 
where they apparently were “building 
relationships and the realm of God.”

•  The communion technically remains in 
a state of “open reception” of ordained 
women. It similarly seems to have en-
tered into a de facto “open reception” of 
consecrating LGBT bishops and blessing 
same-gender unions.

Richardson worked in the communica-
tions center where Integrity and its progres-
sive allies published a daily Lambeth Wit-
ness. “In the midst of our allies, we kind of 
operated as a microcosm of the communion 
as a whole,” he observed. During daily wor-
ship, the Americans were troubled by a lack 
of inclusive language, while “our British 
brothers and sisters had never even thought 
about inclusive language.”

It opened for him “the beauty and the 
challenge” of the Anglican Communion, 
he said.

— Sharon Sheridan

Various Views
Continued from page 3
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Are you looking for an energetic retirement community with a history of 
resident satisfaction, financial stability and uncompromising service?  
Look no further!    

Whether it's joining fellow residents for a service in our chapel, volunteer-
ing to work with children at our intergenerational center, or accompanying 
friends for a leisurely day trip to the theatre, Heath Village supports your 
desire to remain independent.   

  A sound financial choice … 
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More than  
40 Years  
of Caring

St. Alban’s receives a colorful inheritance
By Liz Keill

Not every church survives, but their 
histories live on. When St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church in Haledon closed its doors, St. 
Alban’s in Oakland became the recipient of 
10 of its stained-glass windows. 

“I wondered what would become of 
the windows,” St. Alban’s communicant 
Diane Van Dyke said. “Five generations 
of my family attended St. Mary’s, and I 
asked Canon Carter Echols what would 
happen to them. She said if we could raise 
the money to have them removed, we could 
have them.”

A campaign is underway to continue 
fund raising for the installation. The win-
dows housing the stained glass are being 
fabricated as a memorial to the son of Bob 
and Delores Barker. 

When St. Alban’s was built in 1962, the 
church had no stained-glass windows. Those 
from St. Mary’s, Van Dyke said, fit well with 
the church’s design. Many are colorful, with 
simple, uncluttered designs. 

Van Dyke said the stained glass dates 
from various times, with a few from as far 
back as the 1880s, but mostly from the early 
to mid-1900s. One window, she said, reflects 
a parish theme. “On Easter Sunday, children 
in the parish bring flowers to the cross and 
insert them. The children love it, and it looks 
truly beautiful when they’re finished.” 

The stained-glass window initiative 
took root when a committee was formed 
to explore the options for the nave of the 
church. The project entailed creating 10 
windows, three behind the altar and three 
more in the space about the rear doorway 
of the church leading into the narthex, for 

a total of 16, Parish Administrator Diane 
Firkins said.

At about that time, Van Dyke learned 
that St. Mary’s was closing and that the 
Diocese of Newark would sell the property. 
Her family and the Whritenour family had 
donated a number of the windows. The 
committee visited St. Mary’s and came 
away impressed with the quality of the 
existing windows and their apparent “fit” 
with the design and traditional themes of 
St. Alban’s.

One window has been installed, and 
others are in storage. Rambusch Studios of 
Jersey City is doing the installation, putting 
framing over existing windows.

In 2003 to 2004, under the leadership of 
then-Rector Prince Singh, St. Alban’s built a 
parish house and church classrooms. Singh 
recently was consecrated as bishop of the 
Diocese of Rochester. 

Liz Keill attends St. Peter’s, Morris-
town.

Ten stained-glass windows from St. Mary’s, Haledon, now closed, are being installed at St. 
Alban’s, Oakland. The windows date from the 1880s through the mid-1900s.


