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From Bishop Hughes 
Jesus revealed through us 
This is a transcript from a video message. 

This is Bishop Hughes in the Diocese of Newark, and it 

is the season of Epiphany. We started celebrating on 

the 6th of January, thinking about those magi that 

traveled such a distance because they knew that 

there was someone special for them to meet. The 

King of the Jews had been born, his star had risen, 

and they decided to go and find him and pay homage. 

And we celebrate that, their arrival at that place. We 

also celebrate their listening to the voice of God, the 

leading of God, telling them to go home in a different 

route in order to keep themselves and others safe. 

That's the start of the celebration though. There are 

seven Sundays in Epiphany – we just celebrated the 

second one – so we've got five more in front of us in 

this season. And I think it's helpful for us to think in a 

more expansive way about Epiphany. That Epiphany, 

this season, is a time where Jesus is revealed to the 

rest of the world. Starting with those travelers who 

followed a star, followed their intuition, followed 

their wisdom, followed the whisperings of God to go 

and find Jesus. It's also the time that we celebrate 

Jesus being baptized, Jesus being presented at the 

temple, Jesus healing the first people, Jesus calling 

disciples, Jesus teaching – all of these ways in which 

Jesus was revealed. 

That's an important thing for us to remember in this 

season of Epiphany - the many ways in which Jesus is 

revealed, including the ways that Jesus is revealed 

through us. Everywhere we go, in every interaction 

that we have with every person that we see, we have 

an opportunity to present Jesus to the rest of the 

world. 

Now hear me correctly: I’m not saying we're Jesus 

because we're not Jesus. But in that wonderful 

mystery that is the way that Jesus is with us, that God 

is with us in all things, Jesus dwells within us and is 

alongside us and guides us all through the day and 

night, through all that we do in our life. 

And so, when you head out to the grocery store, you 

present Jesus. When you head over to work or to 

school, you present Jesus. When you sit on that next 

Zoom call for a meeting that goes on too long – 

knowing that you've got three more to do before the 

day is over and you're just tired of it all – you are 

presenting Jesus. Presenting Jesus to people who 

may not know of Jesus, who may not know of his 

love, and who may need his care. 

We don't even have to know the right words to say or 

the thing to do – simply by showing up with Jesus 

dwelling inside of us, we present who Jesus is. We 

bring the love of Jesus for all people. We bring our 

own love of Jesus, and we bring the love that flows 

through us from Jesus to other people. 

So this time, Epiphany, these next five weeks in front 

of us, as you move along your life, know that you are 

being blessed by God. You're being given the gift, the 

invitation into ministry. To present Jesus, to reveal 

Jesus's love to all the people that you encounter. 
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Features 
Pandemic, supply chain issues couldn't 

stop Prison Ministry's toy drive 
Faith. Hope. Peace. Joy. The four themes of Advent 

that Christians are called to express in their daily 

lives. Parish families, from the Dioceses of Newark 

and New Jersey, did exactly that this Advent by 

collecting holiday gifts and toys for the annual 

Diocese of Newark Prison Ministry’s holiday toy 

drive. 

Even before the Thanksgiving turkey makes it to 

the oven, Prison Ministry sends out their annual 

appeal to both dioceses seeking gifts and toys for 

distribution. Supply chain issues and even rising 

prices didn’t lessen the generosity or the joy 

conveyed by people calling Grace Church, Nutley 

(the home base for Prison Ministry) to drop off 

sometimes one or two toys, and sometimes 

carloads of toys. 

Over 1000 toys, for children ages birth to teens, 

were delivered to children whose families are 

caught up in the criminal justice system. Recipients 

included Prison Ministry’s PATCH Program (a 

mentoring program for children with an 

incarcerated parent), the Essex County Jail, families 

from Hudson County Correctional Facility, Apostles’ 

House, New Jersey Re-entry Corporation (former 

Gov. McGreevey’s organization) and local ministers 

whose congregational members include families 

experiencing incarceration. 

The Prison Ministry is deeply grateful to the 

churches, donors, and to all the volunteers who 

made this important ministry possible including our 

Chair, Ms. Brenda Beavers Simpson (Trinity & St. 

Phillip’s Cathedral), the Rev. Pamela Bakal (Rector, 

Grace Church, Nutley), and the Rev. Audrey 

Hasselbrook and members of St. James, Upper 

Montclair who assisted in gathering and delivering 

toys. 

Diocesan 
Announcements 
Clergy ministry transitions 
Arrivals 

• Feb. 1, 2022: The Rev. Elizabeth Wigg-

Maxwell, Priest-in-Charge, St. Andrew’s, 

Harrington Park 


