Honoring Two of Newark’s Giants of Justice:
Marge Christie and Louie Crew Clay
RESOLVED, that this 146th Convention of the Diocese of Newark recognize
that two giants of this diocese, Marge Christie and Louie Crew Clay, in 2019
moved on from their justice work on earth to take things up directly with God;
and be it further
RESOLVED, that this convention celebrate their lives and work by
recommitting itself to the work of manifesting the Realm of God here on earth,
proclaiming by word and deed both within the Church and in the World that
God loves absolutely everybody.
Marge Christie died on April 14, 2019. Louie Crew Clay died on November 27,
2019.
Christie began her ministry before women could be General Convention
deputies. She was a warrior woman, keen for justice, quick with mercy, and
beloved of her God. She was a leader in the struggle to get women elected as
vestry members in parishes, then as deputies to General Convention, and then
in the quest for the ordination of women to the priesthood and episcopate in
The Episcopal Church. In 2006, Christie introduced the resolution for the
House of Deputies to confirm the election of Katharine Jefferts Schori as the
church’s first female presiding bishop and thus the first female leader of an
Anglican Communion province. It was meet and right that she be the person to
do this.
Crew Clay was THE advocate for the full inclusion of LGBTQ people in The
Episcopal Church. Ultimately his influence extended globally and beyond the
church. He was the founder of a newsletter that grew into Integrity in 1974.
Crew Clay also served six terms in the House of Deputies, representing the
Diocese of Newark, and one term on Executive Council. He was a pioneer in
using the Internet to share information throughout the church and beyond.
Long before Facebook was a gleam in the eye of its founder, Crew Clay began
the HOBD listserv to allow deputies to ‘meet’ online to discuss issues facing
the church. In everything that he did he was supported by his husband of 44
years, Ernest. Louie met hate with love, abuse with grace, bullying with humor,
turning many foes into friends. No matter the setback, no matter the painful
pace of progress, Louie always moved forward, smiling. Because, joy anyway!
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