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For Fair and Orderly Meeting & Conventions   

 Fundamental right of deliberative assemblies 
require all questions to be thoroughly 
discussed before taking action.

 All members of the assembly have rights and 
privileges that include the right to make 
motions, speak in debate and vote on all 
questions. 
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 You must stand when the 
person is finished 
speaking and be 
recognized before 
speaking.

 Before the motion is 
stated by the Chair 
members may suggest 
modifications. 

 Debate cannot begin 
until the Chair has stated 
the motion or resolution 
and asked “Are you ready 
for the question?”.  If no 
one rises, the Chair may 
call for the vote.



 R responsibility
 E   empathetic
 S sensitivity
 P ponder 
 E examine
 C calm
 T tolerate
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 No motion shall be considered as before 
Convention unless seconded, and when required by 
the President, reduced to writing and signed by the 
mover, whose name shall be entered on the 
journal. Each proposed amendment to a resolution 
made during floor debate must be submitted in 
writing to the Secretary of Convention immediately 
after being moved, so that it can be projected onto 
the screen for floor consideration. 



 No member shall speak more than once and 
for no more than two minutes in the same 
debate without leave of the Convention 
(except the mover who is entitled to reply).



 Any resolution which the 
committee determines 
not to offer on the floor 
of Convention shall be 
permitted on the floor of 
Convention only by a 
majority vote of all 
Convention deputies at 
the start of the first 
business session of 
Convention.

 Resolutions not 
previously submitted to 
the committee for this 
Convention will be 
permitted from the floor 
upon a two thirds vote of 
Convention and only 
when they carry a clear 
statement in writing of 
the circumstances…  



In this context it 
means more than 
half.



 Consent Calendar
◦ Recognition that not all resolutions require full 

debate prior to action by Convention.
◦ Once on the Consent Calendar resolution can only 

be removed by agreement of any three 
congregations.
◦ Resolution cannot be amended or debated, except 

that the sponsoring deputy or their designee may 
speak to it for no more that 1 minute.



 The Convention will vote on every Diocesan 
Council Budget Committee resolution either 

to approve or not to approve.  These 
resolutions are subject to amendment by the 

Convention.  Each resolution must be 
considered individually.



 The Diocesan Council Budget Committee shall 
have 5 minutes to speak in respect of the 
Committee’s report on the budget.

 One hour shall be allotted to the debate, 
divided equally by the number of resolutions 
to be considered with a maximum of one 
hour.

 During the debate on each resolution each 
speaker shall be limited to 1 minute and no 
speaker shall speak more than once.



 No.
 A quorum is presumed to exist until the Chair  

or any member notices that a quorum is no 
longer present. This is where a member 
should make a Point of Order bringing it to 
the assembly’s attention whenever another 
person is not speaking.   



 No.
 If a member of the assembly, they have the 

same rights and privileges as any other 
member including the right to make motions, 
speak in debate and to vote on all questions. 



 Not necessarily .
 If a member has a direct personal or 

monetary interest in a motion in 
consideration not common to other 
members, the rule is that they should not 
vote on such a motion, but they cannot be 
compelled to refrain from voting. 



 No.
 If a member wishes to force an end to debate 

they must first obtain the floor by being duly 
recognized to speak, and then move the 
Previous Question.  The motion must be 
seconded, and then adopted by a two-thirds 
vote or unanimous consent.



 No.
 Once a motion is stated by the Chair it is no 

longer the property of the mover but of the 
assembly and must be adopted by the full 
body, either by a vote or by unanimous 
consent.

 If the Chair perceives the amendment to be 
uncontroversial, and there is no objection to 
it being adopted, they may declare the 
amendment adopted. 




