An Order of Worship for the Evenings for Holy Week
For Use in the Home
Anyone may lead any part of this service.
The room is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.
One
All

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
His mercy endures forever.

A passage from scripture is read, according to the day of the week.

Monday in Holy Week
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (42:1-9)
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have
called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to
pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Tuesday in Holy Week
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (1:18-31)
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since,
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is
stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce
to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of

your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord."

Wednesday in Holy Week
A Reading from the Gospel of John (13:21-32)
At supper with his friends, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, "Very truly, I tell you, one
of you will betray me." The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking.
One of his disciples-- the one whom Jesus loved-- was reclining next to him; Simon Peter
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to
Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of
bread when I have dipped it in the dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to
Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus
said to him, "Do quickly what you are going to do." Now no one at the table knew why he said
this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him,
"Buy what we need for the festival"; or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after
receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. When he had gone out,
Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once."

Then, each evening, the Prayer for Light is prayed, first saying
One
Let us pray

Almighty and most merciful God, kindle within us the fire of love, that by its cleansing
flame we may be purged of all our sins and made worthy to worship you in spirit and in
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Candles at the table are now lighted as are any other candles, lights or lamps, as may be convenient.
During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung, or silence kept. The following hymn, or a
metrical version of it, or some other hymn, is then sung. A traditional musical setting for this hymn is found on the
final page of this service.

O Gracious Light Phos hilaron
O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Monday in Holy Week
One
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the
way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Tuesday in Holy Week
One
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to
be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Wednesday in Holy Week
One
Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped and his face to be
spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the sufferings of the present time, confident of
the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A time of prayer may follow. The service is concluded with grace over food, if a meal follows, or with the following.
One
All

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

