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COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 
Supporting Congregations’ Communications Efforts 
In 2013 the Communications office continued to focus on supporting church’s communications efforts, 
expanding efforts started in 2012. 

Five churches launched new sites through the Church Website Project (dioceseofnewark.org/church-website-
project) in 2013: St. Matthew's, Paramus; St. Agnes', Little Falls; St. Dunstan's, Succasunna; St. Mary’s, Sparta; 
and Trinity, Allendale. With the two sites launched in 2012, the total of launched sites is currently seven, and 
six more churches have sites in development. 

One new resource for church communicators offered in 2013 was the June Communications Workshop with 
two of the foremost communications experts in the Episcopal Church, Jim Naughton and Rebecca Wilson of 
Canticle Communications. A repeat of this workshop is planned for 2014. 
Another new resource for church communicators started at the beginning is the new blog of 2014, Geeks for 
God: Evangelism in the Electronics Era. 
The Communications Office continues to provide free consulting services to churches on issues around 
websites, e-newsletters and social media, as well as presenting Vestry University workshops on websites and 
social media. 

Many thanks to diocesan staff member Randy Johnson and Technology Committee members Jan Paxton, John 
Rollins, Steven Boston, Christian Paolino for their invaluable assistance. 

Diocesan Media 
The diocesan website (dioceseofnewark.org) underwent a full review and interface upgrade during the summer 
of 2013. A major project planned for 2014, in partnership with the Hispanic/Latino Ministry, is the addition of a 
new section on the website, En Español, with resources for Spanish-speaking visitors. 

The VOICE Online and Leadership News e-newsletters both continued biweekly publication throughout 
2013, with each gaining about 200 new subscribers. 

The diocesan Facebook page (facebook.com/dionewark) acquired 160 new followers and as of this writing has 
890. Followers of the diocesan Twitter feed (twitter.com/dionewark) more than doubled, to 930. 

Meanwhile, membership in the Newark list (news@dionewark.org) continues its gradual decline as subscribers 
migrate to the more modern options. There are also 78 additional group-specific listservs, used by various 
diocesan groups, committees and staff. 
Diocesan Communications Efforts 
The Communications Office also continued to provide support for Bishop Mark Beckwith’s 
communications efforts, including his blog, newspaper op-eds on social justice issues and two appearances on 
MSNBC’s Morning Joe. 
In 2013 extensive communications support was given to the Justice Board on issues including prevention of gun 
violence and awareness of human trafficking. 
TECHNOLOGY REPORT 
In 2013 the three-year project to upgrade all Episcopal house computers was completed; 2014 will be a 
“year of grace” in which no major hardware updates are planned. 

This was our third year working with On-Site Technology to support and maintain our computer infrastructure 
and manage data backups, and we continue to be well-served by them. 

Nina Nicholson 
Director of Communications & Technology 














































































































