
A Service of Prayer for the Nation 
The Supplication with Compline  January 18-20, 2021 
 

 

 

The Supplication   Book of Common Prayer 154 
 

Officiant O Lord, arise, help us; 

People  And deliver us for thy Name's sake. 

 

O God, we have heard with our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us, the noble works that 

thou didst in their days, and in the old time before them. 

O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name's sake. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

O Lord, arise, help us; and deliver us for thy Name's sake. 

 

V. From our enemies defend us, O Christ; 

R. Graciously behold our afflictions. 

V. With pity behold the sorrows of our hearts; 

R. Mercifully forgive the sins of thy people. 

V. Favorably with mercy hear our prayers; 

R. O Son of David, have mercy upon us. 

V. Both now and ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ; 

R. Graciously hear us, O Christ; graciously hear us, O Lord Christ. 

 

The Officiant continues with the Collect for the Nation BCP 207 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord God Almighty, who hast made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in 

freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of 

forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with  your gracious will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

An Order for Compline   BCP 127 

 

The Officiant begins 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. Amen. 

 

Officiant Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 

People  The maker of heaven and earth. 

 



The Officiant then says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father:  

We have sinned against you,  

through our own fault,  

in thought, and word, and deed,  

and in what we have left undone.  

For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ,  

forgive us all our offenses;  

and grant that we may serve you  

in newness of life,  

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant 

May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and the grace and comfort of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Officiant then says 

  O God, make speed to save us. 

People   O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

The following Psalm is said on Monday evening 

 

Psalm 70 Deus in adjutorium  BCP 682 

 

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

  O LORD, make haste to help me. 

 

2 Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; * 

 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 

 

3 Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, * 

  because they are ashamed. 

 

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 

  let those who love your salvation say for ever, "Great is the LORD!" 

 



5 But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

  come to me speedily, O God. 

 

6 You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

  O LORD, do not tarry. 

 

The following Psalm is said on Tuesday evening 

 

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me (KJV)  BCP 476 

 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

  I shall not want. 

 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 

  he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 

3 He restoreth my soul; * 

  he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his Name's sake. 

 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; * 

  for thou art with me;  

  thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; * 

  thou anointest my head with oil;  

  my cup runneth over. 

 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

The following Psalm is said on Wednesday evening 

 

Psalm 37:1-9  Noli aemulari  BCP 633 

 

1 Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 

 

2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

  and like the green grass fade away. 

 

3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; * 

  dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 

 

4 Take delight in the LORD, * 

  and he shall give you your heart’s desire. 

 



5 Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in him, * 

  and he will bring it to pass. 

 

6 He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 

  and your just dealing as the noonday. 

 

7 Be still before the LORD * 

  and wait patiently for him. 

 

8 Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 

  the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

 

9 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 

  do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 

 

At the end of the Psalms is said, each evening 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The following passage of Scripture is read on Monday evening 

Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith. 1 Peter 5:8-9a 

People Thanks be to God 

 

The following passage of Scripture is read on Tuesday evening 

Lord, you are in the midst of us, and we are called by your Name: Do not forsake us, O Lord our 

God.    Jeremiah 14:9,22 

People Thanks be to God 

 

The following passage of Scripture is read on Wednesday evening 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  Matthew 11:28-30 

People Thanks be to God 

 

A hymn or anthem may follow 

 

Then follows 

V. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 

R. For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 

V. Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 

R. Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 



 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

 

Officiant Lord, hear our prayer; 

People  And let our cry come to you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

The Officiant says the following Collects on Monday evening 

 

Collect for the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018, 171 

Almighty God, by the hand of Moses your servant you led your people out of slavery, and made 

them free at last: Grant that your church, following the example of your prophet Martin Luther 

King, may resist oppression in the name of your love, and may strive to secure for all your 

children the blessed liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let your holy angels dwell 

with us to preserve us in peace; and let your blessing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

 

 

The Officiant says the following Collects on Tuesday evening 

 

In Times of Conflict   BCP 836 

O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles for 

justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with 

mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illumine this night with your celestial 

brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live in and the life we live: Watch over 

those, both night and day, who work while others sleep, and grant that we may never forget that 

our common life depends upon each other's toil; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Officiant says the following Collects on Wednesday evening 

 

For Social Justice   BCP 823 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart [and 

especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us may crumble, 

suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice 

and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are 

wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

 

 

Silence may be kept, and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be offered. 

 

 

The service concludes with the Song of Simeon with this Antiphon, which is said by all 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;  

 that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

Lord, you now have set your servant free *  

 to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

 whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

 and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping;  

 that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

On Wednesday evening the following is said 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this:  

 Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all 

 your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  

The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.  

There is no commandment greater than these." Mark 12:29-31 



Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Officiant concludes 

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen. 


