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RESOLUTIONS	FOR	THE	142ND	ANNUAL	CONVENTION		
OF	THE	EPISCOPAL	DIOCESE	OF	NEWARK	

	
The	Resolutions	Committee	met	on	Tuesday,	December	1,	2015	at	Episcopal	House	in	Newark	to	
review	and	consider	the	resolutions	submitted	by	the	deadline	of	November	16.		The	texts	of	the	
resolutions	are	enclosed.			
	
Members	of	the	Resolutions	Committee	will	introduce	the	resolutions	at	the	pre‐convention	
meeting	scheduled	for	January	9,	2016	at	Grace	Church,	4	Madison	Avenue,	Madison,	NJ,	at	10:00	
a.m.		There	will	be	a	hearing	on	all	resolutions	at	the	convention	on	Friday,	January	29,	2016.		
None	of	the	four	resolutions	were	placed	on	the	Consent	Calendar.	
	
Consent	Calendar:		It	is	recognized	that	certain	resolutions	may	not	require	full	debate	prior	to	
action	by	Convention.		Accordingly,	the	Committee	on	Resolutions	may	propose	that	certain	
resolutions	be	included	on	a	"Consent	Calendar".		Exclusion	of	any	resolution	on	the	Consent	
Calendar	requires	agreement	of	any	three	congregations	to	remove	it,	and	the	Secretary	of	
Convention	must	receive	exclusion	requests	before	the	start	of	the	first	business	session	in	
writing,	signed	by	at	least	two	lay	deputies	from	each	of	three	congregations	and	at	least	three	
clergy	listed	on	the	roll	of	Clergy	entitled	to	vote	in	the	Convention.		Any	resolution	included	on	
the	"Consent	Calendar"	shall	not	be	subject	to	amendment	or	debate,	except	that	the	sponsoring	
deputy	or	his/her	designee	may	speak	to	the	resolution	for	a	period	not	to	exceed	one	minute.	
	
Members	of	the	Resolutions	Committee	are:	
	
The	Rev.	Deborah	Drake,	St.	Agnes’,	Little	Falls	
The	Rev.	Joseph	Harmon,	Church	of	the	Epiphany,	Orange	(Co‐chair)	
Ms.	Patrice	Henderson,	St.	Andrew	&	Holy	Communion,	South	Orange	(Co‐chair)	
Ms.	Dianne	Nelson,	Christ	Church,	Hackensack	
Ms.	Chris	Sinner,	Good	Shepherd	Episcopal	Church,	Lincoln	Park	
The	Rev.	Canon	Dr.	Sandye	Wilson,	St.	Andrew	&	Holy	Communion,	South	Orange	
Ms.	Patricia	Yankus,	St.	Paul’s,	Paterson	
	
Mr.	John	A.	King,	Secretary	of	Convention,	ex‐officio	
Ms.	Diane	Sammons,	Chancellor,	ex‐officio	
	
Resolutions	for	the	142nd	Convention:	
	
2016_AC142_01:	 Faith	seeking	Understanding	in	the	matter	of	Closing	Congregations	
2016_AC142_02:	 Responding	to	the	Legacy	of	Slavery:		What	We	Can	Do	
2016_AC142_03:		 Declaration	of	the	Episcopal	Diocese	of	Newark	As	A	Mental	Illness	

Stigma‐Free	Organization	
2016_AC142_04:	 Recommend	Book	Study:	“The	New	Jim	Crow:	Mass	Incarceration	in	the	

Age	of	Colorblindness”	by	Michelle	Alexander	
	
The pre‐convention meeting will be held on Saturday, January 9, 2016 at Grace Church, 4 Madison Avenue, Madison, NJ at 
10:00 a.m.  Directions are on the website. 
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Resolution 2016_AC142_01 – CONSENT CALENDAR 1 
 2 

Faith seeking Understanding in the matter of Closing Congregations 3 
 4 
RESOLVED, That this 142nd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark invite the 5 

appropriate diocesan leadership to undertake an exploration of the causes leading up to the 6 

closure, combination, or merging of a congregation when such events transpire, for the purpose 7 

of publicly sharing their results so that we might better understand and learn from the experience 8 

of those communities. 9 

 10 

[The resolution was placed on the Consent Calendar by the Resolutions Committee on January 11 
8, 2016 when the sponsor, The Rev. Canon John G. Hartnett, decided to support the revisions 12 
made by the Committee and withdrew his opposition. 13 
 14 
Exclusion of any resolution on the Consent Calendar requires agreement of any three 15 
congregations to remove it, and the Secretary of Convention must receive exclusion requests 16 
before the start of the first business session in writing, signed by at least two lay deputies from 17 
each of three congregations and at least three clergy listed on the roll of Clergy entitled to vote 18 
in the Convention.  Any resolution included on the "Consent Calendar" shall not be subject to 19 
amendment or debate, except that the sponsoring deputy or his/her designee may speak to the 20 
resolution for a period not to exceed one minute.] 21 
 22 

Submitted by: The Rev. Cn. John G. Hartnett, St. Elizabeth’s Church, Ridgewood 23 
 24 
Supporting Information 25 
 26 
The closing or merging of congregations happens from time to time, and while we often 27 
celebrate the past ministry of those communities we rarely have an open, probing, and frank 28 
public conversation about issues, causes, and circumstances leading to their demise or 29 
transformation.  Basically, we do fairly good funerals, but if we do any autopsies we rarely 30 
publish their results.  31 
  32 
The assumption behind this resolution is that we might learn from the experience of 33 
congregations which were once able to support themselves, or were founded with that reasonable 34 
hope, and somehow found themselves in a position where that was no longer possible.  If among 35 
our goals is the long term health and growth of congregations, identifying those elements of our 36 
life which have proven to work contrary to that goal might be a reasonable course to consider. 37 
 38 
And perhaps exploring the challenges which face congregational leaders in challenging 39 
situations might be useful input into the conversations and deliberations of the appropriate 40 
diocesan leadership.  Putting these explorations within the larger context of discernment about 41 
our ministry as a Diocese seems more balanced than establishing yet another body for this 42 
particular work. 43 
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Resolution 2016_AC142_02 1 
 2 

Responding to the Legacy of Slavery:  What We Can Do 3 
 4 
RESOLVED, That this 142nd  Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark recognize that the 5 

consequences of the centuries of slavery in the United States and its antecedent colonies continue in our 6 

own time, and acknowledge that continued lack of action falls short of our core response to the 7 

recognition of sin, confession, repentance, and amendment of life.  This Convention recognize that the 8 

issues are complex and that so far we have not achieved a broad-based consensus on actions we might 9 

take collectively as a Diocese; and, be it further   10 

 11 
RESOLVED, That this 142nd Convention of the Diocese of Newark commend to the members of our 12 

several congregations that they individually consider offering financial support to organizations and 13 

institutions of their own choosing whose work seeks to repair the continuing damage, and redress the 14 

continuing costs, of the legacy of slavery in this nation, such as Philips Academy, Trinity and St. 15 

Philip’s Cathedral, St. Paul’s Community Development Corporation, and similar congregations and 16 

organizations with strong ties to the Diocese of Newark. 17 

 18 

The Resolutions Committee recommends adoption, pending the open hearing. 19 
 20 
Submitted by: The Rev. Cn. John G. Hartnett, St. Elizabeth’s Church, Ridgewood 21 
 22 
Supporting Information 23 
 24 
While we are working out a formal Diocesan policy to address the costs of slavery, most notably evident 25 
in the continuing racism of our culture, we might begin to take specific individual action, each according 26 
to his or her own judgment.  Certainly others may speak with greater insight on this issue, but it seems 27 
that prominent among the consequences of American racism to people of color are the denial of access 28 
to highly developed educational resources; persistent messages, explicit and implicit, of diminished 29 
worth; and exclusion from those informal networks by which people, especially young people start or 30 
advance their careers—“the old boy network”. 31 
 32 
Philips Academy has distinguished itself in confronting and to a large degree reversing each of those 33 
negative consequences.  Their work seems to offer the beginning of effective healing and restoration, 34 
one child at a time.  Our Cathedral, the symbolic center of our Diocese and something like a “city on a 35 
hill” for the Diocese of Newark has a long history of seeking racial justice, not least in sponsoring the 36 
founding of what was then St. Philip’s Academy.  Our community development corporations also share 37 
in the daily work of manifesting respect for the dignity of every human being and seeking justice and 38 
peace for all people. 39 
 40 
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The intent in listing specific organizations is to provide concrete illustrations, not to define an exclusive 1 
list.  Others may know of other organizations doing very similar work.    2 
Slavery began as an economic institution.  Economics will need to be part of rejecting, redressing, and 3 
repairing the damage it caused.  Many private schools and colleges and universities have in their 4 
endowments funds which had their origins in part in the unpaid labor of Africans brought to the Western 5 
Hemisphere against their will and kept in slavery for their entire lives.  6 
  7 
While it may be that none of us owned slaves, and few of us are descended from families who did, a 8 
great many of us are the unknowing beneficiaries of businesses, industries, private fortunes, or 9 
endowments to which generations of slaves were forced to contribute.  To accept uncritically the 10 
benefits of that legacy is to participate after the fact in that deeply unchristian phase of our history. 11 
 12 
Collective action is sometimes difficult; individual action need not be.  This resolution has no teeth, but 13 
the hope is that it might have mind and heart, and that those characteristics will make it more effective 14 
than any attempt at compulsion would ever be. 15 
 16 
 17 
 18 

Resolution 2016_AC142_03 19 
 20 

Declaration of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark as a Mental Illness Stigma-Free Organization 21 
 22 
RESOLVED, That this 142nd Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark shall strive to be a 23 

Mental Illness Stigma-Free Organization and encourage all parishes and organizations in its jurisdiction 24 

to join the Stigma Free Campaign, and report plans and progress in this area to the Engaging Action 25 

Team of Diocesan Council by the 143rd Convention. 26 

 27 
The Resolutions Committee recommends adoption, pending the open hearing. 28 
 29 
Submitted by: Louis J. Knaub, Christ Church Hackensack; Mary E. Sunden, Grace Church Westwood 30 
 31 
Supporting Information 32 
 33 
A Stigma-Free Campaign is a grass-roots program which aims to reduce the stigma associated with 34 
mental illness by raising awareness to the disease, creating a culture wherein individuals with mental 35 
illness feel supported by their community and feel free to seek treatment without fear of stigma. 36 
 37 
The World Health Organization ranks mental health disorders as the leading cause of disability in the 38 
United States and that 1 in 4 adults experience a diagnosable mental disorder in any given year and that 39 
1 in 17 adults live with a serious mental illness such as schizophrenia or bipolar disorder, but more than 40 
half do not seek treatment. 41 
 42 
The primary reason individuals fail to seek the help they need is due to the stigma associated with 43 
mental illness, including shame and fear of judgement from others.  The elimination of stigma enables 44 
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those with mental illness to seek assistance when needed so recovery may begin, hope is inspired and 1 
tragedies are avoided. 2 
 3 
The Episcopal Diocese of Newark hopes to raise awareness of the disease of mental illness, provide an 4 
effective way to reduce the stigma associated with the disease and encourage those affected to seek 5 
services and feel supported.  This includes raising awareness of local resources, educating the 6 
community, creating safe spaces in our environment and fostering a culture of understanding and 7 
support so that no individual continues to feel hopeless or alone.   8 
 9 
Additional information can be found at these web links: 10 
 11 
http://www.nj.gov/mhstigmacouncil/community/culture/ 12 
 http://www.christianpost.com/news/stigma‐of‐mental‐illness‐still‐real‐inside‐the‐church‐lifeway‐research‐13 
reveals‐126832/ 14 
 http://www.co.bergen.nj.us/index.aspx?NID=1242 15 
  16 
Supporters: Christ Church Hackensack: Reverend Michael Gerhardt; Dianne Nelson and Catherine 17 
Hughes, Wardens 18 
Christ Church Community Development Corporation: Louis J. Knaub, President; Marjorie Jingo, 19 
Secretary; Mary E. Sunden, Executive Director 20 
 21 

 22 
Resolution 2016_AC142_04 23 

 24 
Recommend Book Study: “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness” 25 

by Michelle Alexander  26 
 27 

RESOLVED, That this 142nd Annual Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark encourage all 28 

congregations and other faith communities of the Diocese to commit to studying one of the most 29 

pressing social justice issues of our time, “mass incarceration,” and, be it further 30 

 31 

RESOLVED, That congregations and other faith communities consider using the New York Times 32 

bestseller, “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color Blindness” by Michelle 33 

Alexander as a common text that invites the people of the Diocese into engagement on this topic and 34 

report their findings to Namaste before the 143rd Convention. 35 

 36 

The Resolutions Committee recommends adoption pending the open hearing. 37 

 38 
Submitted by: The Rev. Canon Dr. Sandye A. Wilson, St. Andrew & Holy Communion, South Orange 39 
and Laura A. Russell, Esq., All Saints, Hoboken, The Chair and Vice Chair of the Deputation of General 40 
Convention 41 
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 1 
Supporting Information 2 
 3 
Comprehensive criminal justice reform is a complex subject with many components at the federal, state, 4 
and local levels of government that intersect with the ministry and advocacy of The Episcopal Church in 5 
its focus to respond to human need by loving service; to seek to transform unjust structures of society, to 6 
challenge violence of every kind, and to pursue peace and reconciliation (part of the Five Marks of 7 
Mission of The Episcopal Church).  8 
Criminal justice reform has long been advocated for by this Church.  At the 2015 General Convention, 9 
there was a call to recommit to studying criminal justice reform and advocating for change.  There was 10 
also a recommendation to use The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Color Blindness as 11 
a study guide to assist congregations to learn about mass incarceration and its effects 12 
(newjimcrow.com).   13 
 14 
Legal scholar Michelle Alexander’s book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in an Age of 15 
Colorblindness”, published in 2010, “presents the disturbing realities of mass incarceration in the United 16 
States and its damaging effects on both the families of the incarcerated and on society as a whole. The 17 
United States currently has approximately 2.3 million individuals in prison, up from fewer than 350,000 18 
in 1972, more than half of whom are in jail for non-violent crimes. Proportionately, the United States 19 
has the most individuals in the world. With less than 5 percent of the global population, the United 20 
States holds almost 25 percent of the world’s prisoners.” [Religion & Politics article, "The New Jim 21 
Crow: Churches Respond to Mass Incarceration," by Alfredo Garcia, August 13, 2013]. 22 
 23 
The effects of mass incarceration are seen frequently.  Parolees encounter barriers to finding 24 
employment and housing upon release from incarceration and are often required by court order to obtain 25 
drug testing at specified facilities for which they must pay out of their own funds. Many parole 26 
revocations that land formerly incarcerated persons back in incarceration are due to their inability to 27 
meet the financial terms of their parole, such as paying for drug testing, when they have also been 28 
unable to find employment. Some recidivism is due to being poor, rather than to repeating the offenses 29 
that caused the parolee’s original incarceration. Two sociology professors — Christopher Uggen of the 30 
University of Minnesota and Jeff Manza of New York University — published the book, Locked Out: 31 
Felon Disenfranchisement and American Democracy in 2006, in which the authors found that 32 
approximately 1 of 40 voting-age Americans can’t vote due to a felony conviction. The numbers in 33 
states vary, because each state has different voting prohibition rules. For example, their most recent 34 
updated figures as of December 2010 show 5.85 million disenfranchised nationally.  These are but a few 35 
of the effects of incarceration. 36 
 37 
Mass incarceration is one of the most pressing issues we face.  We should educate ourselves on why it 38 
happens, who is happening to, and what can be done to make the criminal justice system better. 39 


