
 
 
 Dear Parent, 
 

We are so happy your child will participate in the Diocesan Confirmation Retreat!  This 
overnight event will be full of faith, food, fun and friends and enhance their confirmation journey.  
During the retreat , each confirmand will spend time with our bishop as well as peers from other 
churches in the Diocese, and enjoy time expressing themselves creatively. 

 
You child should arrive at 7:00PM on Friday Evening.  Starting on time is very important so 

please make every effort to arrive punctually.  Please make sure they have eaten dinner prior to 
arrival because dinner will not be served.  They may also wish to shower before arriving as showers 
will not be available.  The retreat will end on Saturday at 12:15PM. 1  Breakfast will be served on 
Saturday. 

 
The purpose of going on a retreat is to remove oneself from the everyday concerns of life on 

focus on whatever the theme of the retreat is.  Therefore, we will not have any “in & out” at the 
Confirmation Retreats.  If youth have another commitment (like sports practice, music or language 
lessons, etc.), we ask that they forego that for the weekend and allow themselves to really experience 
what a retreat is.  They may not skip Friday night or leave and come back later.  It disrupts the flow 
of the retreat and the community building and requires adults to keep track of who should and 
shouldn’t be there at every hour.  If your child is unable to attend the entire retreat on this date please 
register them for a different date that works better for their schedule. 
 
 In addition, youth are not permitted to have cell phones, mp3 players or electronics at the retreats.  
They can become a distraction and the Diocese cannot be responsible for these valuables.  If you need 
to reach your child during the retreat please call her chaperone’s cell phone.  Your child may also ask 
the event leader to call you, if necessary.   
 
 Here are a few things your child should bring to the retreat: 

Ø Sleeping bag or air mattress and pillow 
Ø Modest pajamas 
Ø Toiletries, a toothbrush and a washcloth 
Ø Whatever medication she may need  
Ø Change of modest clothes for the weekend. 

 
They may NOT bring these things: 

Ø CD players or MP3 players 
Ø Tablets, E-Readers or Electronic games (PSP, etc.) 
Ø Cellular phones 
Ø Money or Jewelry 

                                                
1 Kindly pick your child up promptly at the end of the retreat in accordance with the diocesan Policy Regarding End of Event 
Supervision, which I have enclosed herein for your information. 



 
 

You can also arrange for your child to receive a blue or black Diocese of Newark polo shirt, 
black diocesan baseball cap or travel mug as a way of congratulating her on taking this important step 
in her faith journey.  The polo shirts are available in sizes youth large and adult small through 3XL 
for just $20 each.  The diocesan baseball caps cost $10 each.  The diocesan travel mugs cost $10 each 
and three mugs cost $25.  Proceeds from these products go to support Christian Formation (including 
Youth Ministry) in our diocese.  If you would like to order one for your child (or anyone else) please 
contact the diocese by Wednesday of the week of the retreat and we will have the item available at the 
retreat. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me at gjacobs@dioceseofnewark.org.  We 

look forward to seeing your child at the retreat!. 
 

 
 


