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 4 
The Committee on Constitutions and Canons makes the following report to the 139th Convention 5 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark. 6 
 7 
The Committee on Constitutions and Canons met on March 27, May 22, July 31, October 2, 8 
November 13, and December 4 (by conference call). We first met in March and May to consider 9 
the possibility of comprehensive review and substantial overhaul of our current Constitution and 10 
Canons. Were they out of date?  Did they need to be brought into compliance and conformance 11 
with actual practice? Were they reflective of our mission? After a review of multiple diocesan 12 
constitutions and canons throughout The Episcopal Church, we determined that a structure of 13 
canons which provided for less restraint and fewer Diocesan requirements and more autonomy to 14 
individual congregations was best suited for our Diocese. However, we did an article by article 15 
review of the Constitution and Canons for consistency with current diocesan practice, internal 16 
consistency, and technical errors.  This year’s proposals, other than the amendment to Canon 8.2 17 
proposed by the Reverend Robert Solon, are the result of that review.  18 

                                                 
1 Did not attend  May 22, October 22 meetings 
2 Did not attend November 13 meeting 
3 Did not attend March 22, July 31, October 22, November 13 and December 4 meetings 
4 Did not attend May 22, July 31 meetings 
5 Did not attend November 13 meeting 
6 Did not attend March 22, October 2, November 13 meetings 
7 Did not attend October 2 and November 13 meetings 
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PROPOSED EDIT TO CANON 1, ARTICLE 2 1 
 2 
This had been accepted and voted at the last meeting and would be proposed to the convention 3 
for adoption. 4 
 5 
2. THE TESTIMONIAL OF LAY DEPUTIES 6 
 7 
Lay Deputies to the Convention shall present certificates of their election in the following form: 8 
 9 
(Name of the Church, the Place, and Date) 10 
 11 
This certifies that at a meeting of the Congregation of this Church, held for the purpose of 12 
electing Church Officers and Deputies and Alternate Deputies to the Diocesan Convention (or, 13 
for the purpose of electing Deputies and Alternate Deputies to the Diocesan Convention, if the 14 
meeting be for that object alone), A.B., C.D., and E.F., being Communicants of the Church in 15 
good standing, and qualified voters in this Parish (Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission, or 16 
Mission), were chosen as Deputies; and B.C., D.E., and F.G., also being Communicants in good 17 
standing, and qualified voters in this Parish (Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission, or Mission), 18 
were duly chosen as Alternate Deputies to represent the Parish (Aided Parish, Incorporated 19 
Mission or Mission), in that body for the year ensuing. 20 
 21 
In testimony of which I have hereunto set my hand (or if two Wardens subscribe, we have set our 22 
hands), the day or year above written. 23 
 24 
This certificate in the case of a Parish or Aided Parish shall be signed by the Rector, or the 25 
Secretary or Clerk of the Vestry, or by the Wardens; and in the case of an Incorporated Mission 26 
or Mission by the Minister in charge, or by the Clerk, or by the Wardens, and transmitted to the 27 
Secretary of the Convention, within no later than fifteen (15) days after the election preceding 28 
the Convention. 29 
 30 
Supporting Information 31 
 32 
The current canon provides that the certificates of election must be received 30 days after an 33 
election but depending on when a congregation has its elections it could fail to give the Diocese 34 
adequate notice.  Indeed, the practice has been to submit certificates within 30 days. 35 
 36 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 37 
 38 
 39 
CANON 2, ARTICLE 2- VOTING AND ELECTIONS 40 
 41 
1. Upon any question for which provision is not otherwise specifically made in the Constitution 42 
or Canons, a voice vote shall be taken by "ayes" and "nays", all members present being entitled 43 
to vote.  The President shall forthwith announce the result.  But, if the President is in doubt or for 44 
other good cause or upon appeal from his/her announcement of the result, the vote shall be taken 45 
either by a standing vote or by a show of hands in which case each member shall have one vote. 46 
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2. If any of the Deputies elected be unable to attend the Convention, the Rector, or the Minister 1 
in charge of a Parish or Aided Parish, or if there be no Rector, then the Wardens, or if it be an 2 
Incorporated Mission or Mission, the Wardens, may designate so many of the Alternate 3 
Deputies, in order of their election, as may be necessary to insure a full representation of the 4 
Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission, or Mission. 5 
 6 
Supporting Information 7 
 8 
This paragraph is duplicative of Canon 1, Article 3. 9 
 10 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 11 
 12 
 13 
CANON 4- COMMISSION ON MINISTRY - TERMS OF APPOINTMENT  14 
 15 
There shall be a Commission on Ministry consisting of the Bishop together with no fewer than 16 
ten (10) Clergy and ten (10) Laypersons and up to forty-five (45) persons, comprised of equal 17 
numbers of Clergy and Lay persons to the extent feasible, who shall be appointed by the Bishop 18 
with the concurrence of the Convention, to serve in four classes for four-year terms.  19 
Members shall be eligible to serve a maximum of two concurrent terms.   20 
 21 
Supporting Information 22 
 23 
Canon 4 provides for the composition, duties and functions of the Commission on Ministry.  24 
This amendment recognizes the configuration of the present Commission by dividing the 25 
membership of the Commission into four classes, each with four-year terms, and changes the 26 
reference to “the Canons of the General Convention” to “the Canons of The Episcopal Church.” 27 
 28 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 29 
 30 
 31 
CANON 6 DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 32 
 33 
A Department of Finance is hereby provided for as required by Title 1, Canon 6, Section 2 of the 34 
Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America otherwise known as 35 
The Episcopal Church.  Said Department shall be headed by a Chief Financial Officer, who 36 
shall be appointed by the Bishop.  The Convention, the Diocesan Council or the Bishop may 37 
delegate to said Department matters relating to the financial affairs of the Diocese.  The Chief 38 
Financial Officer shall have the authority to act in the name and on behalf of the Department of 39 
Finance in all matters not inconsistent with the Constitution and Canons of the Protestant The 40 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America or of this Diocese.  Said Department and the 41 
Chief Financial Officer, as may be appropriate in the circumstances, shall report to the 42 
Convention, the Diocesan Council or the Bishop with regard to matters it has considered and 43 
actions taken. 44 
 45 
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Supporting Information 1 
 2 
The Preamble to the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 3 
America was added by the 1964 General Convention to reflect a compromise that the church can 4 
be referred to as either the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America or is 5 
“otherwise known as The Episcopal Church”.  This change was promulgated as there are many 6 
dioceses and convocations that are bound by our Canons that exist outside of the United States.  7 
This change seeks to make our canons consistent with the Canons of The Episcopal Church. 8 
 9 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 10 
 11 
 12 
CANON 8 – DISTRICT CONVOCATIONS 13 
 14 
 Resolved, that Canon 8.2(i) be amended to read: 15 
 16 
2.  Each Convocation shall be composed of: 17 
 18 
(i) every clergy person canonically resident or licensed to officiate in the Diocese, who regularly 19 
serves a Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission or Mission in the district as an officiating 20 
clergy person, and any canonically resident non-parochial or retired clergy person resident in the 21 
district, and any canonically resident non-parochial or retired clergy person not resident in 22 
the Diocese who wishes affiliation with the district, upon notification by the clergy person 23 
to the Secretary of Convention; 24 
 25 
 Supporting Information: 26 
 27 
Occasionally there are canonically resident clergy within the Diocese who are not physically 28 
resident in the Diocese.  Canon 8.2(i) regarding District Convocations currently assigns clergy to 29 
Districts based generally on the location of the parish being served, or where the clergyperson 30 
lives in the Diocese, but makes no provision for canonically resident clergy who are not 31 
physically resident in the Diocese to be assigned to a District.  This amendment would allow a 32 
clergy person who is canonically resident but not physically resident to select a district for 33 
affiliation, by notifying the Secretary of Convention of the intention to affiliate with that district.  34 
 35 
Submitted by: (The Rev) Robert F. Solon, Jr. 36 
 37 
The Committee recommends against adoption of this amendment: 38 
 39 
The District Convocations in their current form were designed to provide for the organization of 40 
the Churches of this Diocese based upon geographic representation. Clergy became part of a 41 
specific district by virtue of their service to a church located in a particular district or, the case of 42 
non-parochial clergy, their residence in that district.  In addition to providing for a means of 43 
administration of the Diocese, the districts were designed with the idea of fostering 44 
communications and the development of programming and shared ministry on a geographic 45 
basis. Allowing a non-resident member of the clergy who is not in service in a church in the 46 
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Diocese to affiliate with a district of their choosing is inconsistent with the geographic 1 
foundations of the Districts.  A non-resident member of the clergy who is a member of a district 2 
as envisioned by the amendment could, in theory, be eligible for election to the Diocesan 3 
Council as a representative of that District. Such a result would defeat the goal of having 4 
representatives to the Council elected by a particular District actually having some geographic 5 
relationship to that District. There are a number of mechanisms by which to foster 6 
communication with and a feeling of inclusion in the life and work of the Diocese by clergy not 7 
living in the Diocese and not serving a Church. If communication and inclusion are goals of the 8 
proposed amendment, those goals can be achieved without interfering with the existing 9 
underpinnings of the District structure.  10 
 11 
 12 
CANON 9- PARISHES AND MISSIONS 13 
 14 
1. CLASSIFICATION OF CONGREGATIONS 15 
(a) All congregations which are a part of the Diocese of Newark shall be classified in one of the 16 
following categories: 17 
(1) Parish (2) Aided Parish (3) Incorporated Mission (4) (3) Mission 18 
 19 
2. CREATION OF PARISHES 20 
Parishes shall be created as provided by the laws of the State of New Jersey and the Constitution 21 
of this Diocese. 22 
 23 
3. CREATION OF MISSIONS 24 
(a) Missions shall be created by the Bishop who shall be ex-officio the rector thereof and who 25 
may appoint a Vicar to be in charge of each Mission and to serve during the pleasure of the 26 
Bishop. No termination of such appointment shall be made except on one (1) month's notice.  27 
(b) The temporal affairs of a Mission shall be in charge of an Executive Committee which shall 28 
be elected at an organization meeting. 29 
(c) Such organization meeting shall be held on the call of the Bishop or his/her designee. at 30 
his/her direction of the Archdeacon having jurisdiction The meeting shall be presided over by the 31 
Bishop or such designee of the Bishop. Archdeacon, or by a priest designated by the Bishop. At 32 
the organization meeting such persons shall be entitled to vote as shall sign an application for the 33 
establishment of the Mission in such form as the Bishop shall require. 34 
(d) The Bishop may appoint one (1) or two (2) Wardens and a Treasurer for the Mission. There 35 
shall also be an Executive Committee consisting of the Vicar, the Wardens, the Treasurer, and 36 
not less than three (3) nor more than nine (9) additional persons who shall be elected at the 37 
organization meeting. The terms of such elected members shall continue until the next Annual 38 
Meeting. The Executive Committee shall elect one of their number as Clerk. 39 
(e) The annual election of members of the Executive Committee shall be held on the Monday 40 
following the first Sunday in Advent or such other day as the Bishop shall appoint. At the first 41 
annual election the notice of the annual election or of any special meeting shall be given as 42 
provided in the case of Parish meetings. The Vicar, or such persons as may be designated by the 43 
Bishop, shall preside at all meetings of the Mission or Incorporated Mission and of the Executive 44 
Committee. 45 
(f) The Bishop shall have the power to set aside any election, to suspend the annual election and 46 
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to remove from office any and all officers and members of the Executive Committee of a 1 
Mission. 2 
(g) Title to all real and personal property of a Mission, excepting funds received for the current 3 
expenses thereof, shall be vested in the Trustees of the Episcopal Fund and Diocesan Properties 4 
of the Diocese of Newark, a New Jersey corporation, or another corporation designated by it. 5 
Upon the Mission becoming an incorporated Parish in union with the Convention, the Trustees 6 
of the Episcopal Fund and Diocesan Properties, or such corporation, shall with the consent of the 7 
Bishop and Standing Committee transfer all such property to the Parish. 8 
(h) All powers and authority given by the preceding subsections of this section to the Bishop 9 
shall in the event of vacancy in the Episcopate be exercised by the Standing Committee. 10 
 11 
4. REGISTERS AND REPORTS 12 
(a) In every Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission and Mission there shall be maintained a 13 
register in which shall be recorded under the appropriate date the names of all persons baptized, 14 
confirmed, married or buried. In the case of baptism of children, the names of the parents and 15 
sponsors also shall be recorded. Each entry shall be signed by the person performing the action. 16 
(b) Every Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission and Mission shall maintain such other 17 
records and make such reports as may be provided by General Convention or by or pursuant to 18 
authority of the Convention of this Diocese. 19 
5. QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS 20 
The persons entitled to vote at any meeting of a Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission or 21 
Mission shall be: 22 
(a) Baptized; 23 
(b) At least 16 years of age; 24 
(c) Of good moral character; 25 
(d) Adherents of the Protestant Episcopal Church; 26 
(e) Regular attendance at the services of the Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission or 27 
Mission for six (6) calendar months before the meeting; and 28 
(f) Regular contributors for the same period of time to the current expenses of the Parish, Aided 29 
Parish, Incorporated Mission or Mission. A record of the regular contributors for the support of 30 
the Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission or Mission shall be maintained by the Treasurer, 31 
with the dates of their contributions. Such records shall be sufficient evidence as to the 32 
qualification of a voter with respect to the last preceding requirement. 33 
 34 
6. QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS 35 
(a) The persons entitled to hold office in any Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission or 36 
Mission shall be qualified voters of the Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated Mission or Mission. A 37 
person entitled to hold Diocesan office or office in a District Convocation, a Warden, and a 38 
Deputy or Alternate Deputy to the Diocesan Convention shall be a Confirmed Communicant in 39 
good standing in addition to being a qualified voter. 40 
(b) No person shall hereafter succeed herself or himself more than twice in the office of Warden, 41 
and no person shall serve more than six (6) consecutive years in such office. 42 
 43 
7. BOUNDARIES OF PARISHES, AIDED PARISHES, INCORPORATED MISSIONS AND 44 
MISSIONS 45 
In any case where it shall be expedient, the Bishop, upon the advice of the Standing Committee, 46 
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or if the Episcopate be vacant the Standing Committee may establish the boundaries of Parishes, 1 
Aided Parishes, Incorporated Missions and Missions of this Diocese. An opportunity to be heard 2 
shall first be granted to the various representatives of any Parish, Aided Parish, Incorporated 3 
Mission or Mission which may be affected by the establishment of such boundaries. Boundaries 4 
thus constituted shall be valid for all canonical purposes, and also for fixing Parochial connection 5 
of all persons desiring, or entitled to, the ministrations of this church, who have not by some act 6 
of their own become attached to a congregation and for defining for each Rector or Vicar the 7 
extent of his/her responsibility for the cure of souls. 8 
 9 
8. CLERGY COMPENSATION 10 
(a) All Parishes, Aided Parishes, Incorporated Missions and Missions within the Diocese of 11 
Newark shall provide their full-time clergy with not less than the minimum stipend and other 12 
perquisites established by Diocesan Convention, except with the consent of the Bishop and the 13 
Standing Committee. Nothing herein shall prevent the acceptance of voluntary service by non- 14 
stipendiary clergy. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to Clergy holding cures 15 
within the Diocese at the time of its adoption with respect to such cures. 16 
(b) Any Parish which is unable to pay the minimum compensation to its Rector may notify the 17 
Diocese of its need for financial assistance. During any period of Diocesan assistance, it shall 18 
continue to function as a Parish of the Diocese in all respects except that during such temporary 19 
status, no assets or endowment funds of the Parish shall be expended without notification to the 20 
Finance Office of the Diocese. 21 
 22 
9. AIDED PARISHES  23 
(a) Any congregation currently classified as an Aided Parish shall continue to be classified 24 
as such and will abide by the same rights and obligations of Parishes, Incorporated 25 
Missions and Missions as described in Canons 9.4, 9.5, 9.6 and 9.8. 26 
 27 
(a) A Parish may be reclassified to Aided Parish status if: 28 
(1) The Parish requests reclassification; OR 29 
(2) The Parish is no longer able to support the necessary operating expenses and indebtedness of 30 
the parish: OR 31 
(3) The Parish is so diminished in numbers that it is no longer viable as a Parish; OR (4) The 32 
Parish fails to elect officers in compliance with its corporate charter; OR (5) The Parish 33 
persistently fails to comply with the constitutional and canonical requirements for 34 
Parish status; OR (6) The Parish fails to hold its assets in accordance with the Canons of the 35 
Episcopal Church. 36 
(b) A Parish may be reclassified to Aided Parish status as follows: 37 
(1) Report by the Bishop to the Standing Committee with recommendation of reclassification; 38 
AND 39 
(2) Concurring action by the Bishop and Standing Committee recommending reclassification to 40 
the Diocesan Council; AND 41 
(3) Written notification by the Standing Committee to the Rector and Vestry advising of 42 
recommendation of reclassification and of their right to appear before the Diocesan Council to 43 
-18- 44 
oppose reclassification, such notice to be given not less than thirty (30) days prior to the 45 
Diocesan Council considering such recommendation; AND 46 
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(4) A hearing before the Diocesan Council at a regular or special meeting thereof on not less than 1 
thirty (30) days prior notice to the members of the Diocesan Council; AND 2 
(5) The affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the members of the Diocesan Council 3 
present and voting. 4 
(c) An Aided Parish shall continue to function as a Parish of the Diocese in all respects as 5 
follows: 6 
(1) It shall be eligible to apply for financial assistance from the Diocese; 7 
(2) Title to all real and personal property and endowment funds shall immediately be transferred 8 
to the Trustees of the Episcopal Fund and the Diocesan Properties of the Diocese of Newark, in 9 
trust for that church until subsequently reclassified. (d) No congregation may maintain the status 10 
of Aided Parish for more than three (3) consecutive years. At the third Diocesan Convention 11 
following the reclassification to Aided Parish status, such congregation shall be (a) restored to 12 
full Parish status; or (b) reclassified to Incorporated Mission status, effective on the third 13 
anniversary of reclassification to aided parish status. The Bishop and Standing Committee may, 14 
at the request of a majority of the members of the Vestry of an Aided Parish, delay action on 15 
reclassification to incorporated mission status to the fourth Diocesan Convention following 16 
reclassification to Aided Parish status. 17 
(e) At any time prior to the expiration of three (3) years, an Aided Parish may be restored to full 18 
and regular Parish status by approval of the Bishop and Standing Committee or the Diocesan 19 
Convention either upon the initiative of the Bishop or upon petition of the Vestry of the Aided 20 
Parish. If an Aided Parish shall remain in such status for a period of three (3) years, then a 21 
special meeting of the Aided Parish shall be called, and by majority vote thereof, shall determine 22 
to petition for restoration to full Parish status or to be changed to the status of an Incorporated 23 
Mission. 24 
(f) The Diocesan Council shall be responsible for administering all Diocesan financial aid to 25 
Aided Parishes, subject to guidelines and procedures adopted by it. All decisions pertaining to 26 
financial aid to Aided Parishes shall require the consent of the Diocesan Council. 27 
 28 
10. INCORPORATED MISSIONS (a) An Aided  A Parish may be reclassified to Incorporated 29 
Mission status as follows: 30 
(1) Certification by Bishop that Aided  a Parish is no longer viable to the Rector, Wardens and 31 
Vestry of the Parish concerned;  32 
(2) Report by Bishop to an annual or special Convention of the Diocese together with his/her 33 
recommendation that the Parish be reclassified; and 34 
(3) Adoption by Convention of the recommendation of the Bishop.  35 
(b) The failure of Convention to adopt the recommendation of the Bishop for reclassification to 36 
Incorporated Mission Status will have the effect of restoring the Aided Parish to full Parish 37 
status. 38 
(c) If a Parish or an Aided Parish requests reclassification to Incorporated Mission in writing 39 
signed by a majority of all current members of the Vestry, the Bishop may present such request 40 
before Standing Committee which may act on such request and reclassify. 41 
(d) The Ecclesiastical status of an Incorporated Mission shall be that of a Mission, and it shall be 42 
governed by all of the provisions of these Canons applicable to Missions, except as otherwise 43 
specifically provided herein. 44 
(e) Upon reclassification to Incorporated Mission status, the Rector relinquishes tenure, except 45 
Rectors in cures at the time of adoption of this canon. Any such Rector will retain tenure 46 
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notwithstanding reclassification, but upon vacancy in the office of Rector, the Incorporated 1 
Mission loses the right to call a successor while so classified. A Rector retaining tenure under 2 
this section shall become the Vicar of the Incorporated Mission, and shall act at all times under 3 
the authority of the Bishop who shall be the ex officio Rector of such Incorporated Mission and 4 
President of the corporation. 5 
(f) An Incorporated Mission shall retain the corporate structure it had as a Parish and shall elect 6 
officers and conduct its business in accordance with the provisions of its corporate charter, 7 
subject to the provisions of these Canons. 8 
(g) An Incorporated Mission may be reclassified to Mission status upon the approval of the 9 
Bishop, the Standing Committee, and a majority of the deputies to an annual or special 10 
Convention of the Diocese voting by orders. In addition, if an Incorporated Mission requests 11 
such reclassification in writing signed by a majority of the qualified voting members of 12 
congregation, an Incorporated Mission may become a Mission with the consent of the Bishop 13 
and Standing Committee. 14 
(h) Upon reclassification to Mission status, the church continues to function as a Mission of the 15 
Diocese, but the Parish corporation shall be dissolved. 16 
 17 
11. AREA MINISTRIES 18 
Two or more Parishes may choose to enter into a compact to establish an Area Ministry with the 19 
prior consent of the Bishop and the Standing Committee. Similarly, one or more Parishes may 20 
choose to enter into a compact to establish an Area Ministry with one or more Incorporated 21 
Missions or Missions operating under the authority of the Diocesan Council. The terms and 22 
conditions of such compact shall be as are agreed upon by the respective Rectors, Wardens and 23 
Vestries (in the case of Parishes), the Diocesan Council, and the respective Executive 24 
Committees (in the case of Missions and Incorporated Missions) and approved by the Bishop and 25 
Standing Committee. Those terms and conditions shall include the following: 26 
(1) Provisions for the selection, term and compensation of clergy serving the Area Ministry; 27 
(2) Provisions for the administration of such Area Ministry;  28 
(3) Provisions for withdrawal from any Area Ministry by any member church; and  29 
(4) Provisions for the dissolution of the Area Ministry.  30 
 31 
12. EMERGENCY POWERS 32 
(a) In the event that the capital assets of a Parish are in imminent danger of being transferred, 33 
expended or dissipated in violation of the Canons of the Episcopal Church, the Bishop, with the 34 
consent of three-fourths (3/4) of the members of the Standing Committee, may direct that no 35 
such transfer or expenditure be made pending a determination by the Diocesan Council as to 36 
whether reclassification to Aided Parish Incorporated Mission Status is appropriate. 37 
(b) In the event that the Treasurer of any Parish fails to act in accordance with his or her duties or 38 
engages in acts which are contrary to his or her duties or the Canons of the Episcopal Church, 39 
and the Vestry having failed to secure the Treasurer's compliance with his or her duties or the 40 
Canons, the Bishop, with the consent of three-fourths (3/4) of the members of the Standing 41 
Committee, may temporarily suspend such Treasurer and appoint a temporary replacement until 42 
the Treasurer either resigns from that office or agrees to comply. Such action may be appealed to 43 
the Diocesan Council, which may over-rule the suspension. 44 
 45 
13. DISSOLUTION OF MISSIONS 46 
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The Bishop and Standing Committee in any case where they deem it be in the best interests of 1 
the Church to terminate a Mission may declare such Mission to be dissolved. 2 
 3 
Supporting Information 4 
 5 
In 2001, the operations of the Department of Missions which was tasked with overseeing 6 
diocesan administration of missions and aided parishes ceased. The Department of Missions as a 7 
corporate entity was also formally closed earlier this year.  8 
 9 
Responsibility for the former Department’s oversight and administration was moved to Diocesan 10 
Council. The diocesan position of Archdeacon for Mission was eliminated as a result. The 11 
proposed amendment to Canon 9.3 (c) would permit the Bishop to designate someone to act on 12 
his behalf at the organizational meeting of a mission. 13 
 14 
The cessation of operations of the Department of Missions also resulted in the termination of 15 
direct financial assistance through the diocesan budget to aided parishes. The remaining 16 
Department of Missions funds were transferred to the Ward J. Herbert Fund, which presently 17 
provides loans and grants to all congregations for church building and property repair.  For more 18 
than 10 years, no congregations, including those designated as “aided parishes”, has received 19 
direct financial assistance for any purpose from the Diocese. The proposed elimination of Canon 20 
9.8 (b) aligns the canon with diocesan policy. 21 
 22 
In light of these changes in diocesan operations and practice, Canon 9.9 no longer conforms to or 23 
accurately reflects current diocesan policy.  The amended canon as proposed would formally end 24 
a process for requesting “financial assistance from the Diocese” which no longer exists. 25 
Currently there are only two such congregations: Trinity Church, Kearney and St. Paul’s, North 26 
Arlington that are classified as “Aided Parishes.” Neither congregation is currently receiving any 27 
“financial assistance” from the Diocese  and the elimination of the present provisions of Canon 28 
9.9 (“Aided Parishes”) would not otherwise diminish their rights or ecclesiastical status. The 29 
proposed amendment to Canon 9.9 (a) would maintain the status quo for these congregations.  30 
 31 
The proposed elimination of the words “full time” from Canon 9.8 (a) conforms to the diocesan 32 
resolution on clergy compensation that mandates compliance with its minimum stipend and 33 
benefits requirements for all clergy. 34 
 35 
 36 
CANON 12 ARCHDEACONS 37 
 38 
The Bishop shall may appoint such Archdeacons for the oversight of the diaconal ministry, 39 
and assign them such jurisdiction and impose upon assign them such duties as is deemed 40 
expedient. 41 
 42 
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Supporting Information 1 
 2 
The Bishop no longer appoints archdeacons on the basis of jurisdiction. The proposed amended 3 
canon grants the Bishop the flexibility to appoint archdeacons based on his/her own assessment 4 
of what type of ministry oversight may be required.   5 
 6 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 7 
 8 
 9 
CANON 15 TRUSTEES OF THE FUND FOR AGED AND INFIRM CLERGY 10 
 11 
….. 12 
3. FUND FOR THE RELIEF OF CLERGY AND THEIR DEPENDENTS. 13 
 14 
In the case of the Fund for the Relief of Clergy and Their Dependents, the Trustees shall at their 15 
discretion annually as of May first appropriate the estimated income of the Fund during the 16 
current prior year for: 17 
 18 
Supporting Information 19 
 20 
This revision is offered by the Chief Financial Officer for the Diocese.  Canon 15 sets a date 21 
every year by which the trustees of the Fund for Relief of Clergy and Their Dependents and the 22 
trustees of the Automatic Pension Fund must determine the available income for distribution.  23 
However, the canon inconsistently provides that the Automatic Pension Fund makes that 24 
determination based upon the prior year, while the Fund for Relief of Clergy and their 25 
Dependents calculates the distribution based upon the current year. This revision provides for a 26 
consistent approach among both funds, as well as, provides for a more precise determination of 27 
the actual amount to be distributed.  28 
 29 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 30 
 31 
 32 
CANON 20 INTERPRETATION OF CANONS 33 
 34 
1. Any person, being either a presbyter canonically resident member of the clergy of this 35 
Diocese or a member of a congregation of this Diocese, having a bona fide question as to the 36 
proper interpretation or application of the Constitution or Canons of the Diocese may pose such 37 
question to the Chancellor in writing.  The Chancellor shall thereafter render a formal written 38 
opinion responding to the question.  Such written opinion shall be provided to the person 39 
propounding the question, and copies thereof shall be filed with the Bishop, the Standing 40 
Committee and the Secretary of Convention, and copies thereof shall be mailed to all Presbyters 41 
Clergy of the Diocese. 42 
 43 
2. All such formal written opinions of the Chancellor shall be submitted by the Secretary of 44 
Convention to the Committee on Constitution and Canons within thirty (30) days after filing.  45 
Within sixty (60) days of receipt, the Committee on Constitution and Canons shall render an 46 
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opinion by the affirmative vote of a majority of its members, affirming, rejecting or modifying 1 
the opinion of the Chancellor.  The opinion of the Committee shall be in writing.  Such written 2 
opinion shall be provided to the person propounding the question, and copies thereof shall be 3 
filed with the Bishop, the Standing Committee and the Secretary of Convention, and copies 4 
thereof shall be mailed to all Presbyters  Clergy of the Diocese and, prior to the next regular 5 
meeting of the Convention of the Diocese, to all lay members Lay Deputies thereof.  Upon such 6 
filing, the decision of the Committee on Constitution and Canons shall have the legal force of 7 
Canon until the next meeting of the Diocesan Convention, at which such decision shall be either 8 
confirmed or overruled by a majority of members thereof. 9 
 10 
Supporting Information 11 
 12 
There are two revisions.  The first is procedural and is keeping with the practice of this 13 
Convention to change all references to “Presbyters” to “Clergy” so as to include deacons in all 14 
aspects of ordained ministry.  The second is substantive and would impose the requirement that 15 
Clergy be canonically resident in the Diocese as a prerequisite to seeking an opinion from the 16 
Chancellor, and ultimately, the Committee on Constitution and Canons.  This provision is 17 
designed to conserve Diocesan resources and to ensure that the member of the Clergy seeking 18 
such an opinion have an enhanced stake in the opinion that is sought.  19 
 20 
Submitted by: The Committee on Constitution and Canons 21 


